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To hiz Excelleney the Governor -of Missouri.

3N e WE, the undersigned, urgently though respectfully ask the Chief Magisirate of {he
State of Missouri, to exercise the constitutional power vested in him,;for the release of

(eorge Thompson, Alanson Work, and James k. Bury, citizens of the United States, kept

now for about three years, and sentenced for nine years more, in the Penitentiary of that

< state, for no crime unless it be a erime to obey. the explicit eommands ol Jesus Christ, that

i * ' we should “do unto others as we would that they should do unto us.”
‘We believe that slavery is m itself an open and palpable violation of every principle of
|' natural justice and divine equity: and that, therelore, no laws enacted by man to uphold it

can be of any binding moral obligation whatever. That the Slave is, consequently, guilty

of mo violation of moral principle in ruoning away from his master. And il the slave is nol

L milty of moral wrong i making his escape from bondage, it cannot be that those who aid

g M ﬁn in the act are guilty of a crime. “hese conclusions might, were jt necessary, be sup-

S " hited by Trree Eﬁ% s1its, but belier ne them to 58 elear and self evide ’g‘i’bw " SR eye——
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~ We appeal, therefore, to your sense ol justice, and respectfully ask's ol
of bleeding humanity, to exercise the power vested in you for the release of thg individuals
*» above named. - _ P &3
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http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/resources/africanamerican/guide/image005b.asp

