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No. 4&". ' annzu,h U March 31 13'54

e l‘llhﬁﬂommnndmg Gtaneml hmrmg ‘wade a full e mmpletn,
-1 inivestigation in'tho . matter of the ‘sloap - - Pine, ‘aeized it the
T ;.Pungo River, for ﬂulatmn of the mles “of: t]m Army, nnd uf the

h ".'1‘1--.=|m|1||‘r‘3ir Department—

I'r Is unur.ntm- R : S :
;" That the sluup,lnﬂ ’Hnrtl: Umlma 7 'I:m-eatnredtu ;

o '.-._"-Tlmuthjr Bakéy, Ji., nid that Ye pay a fing of itto: the Civil §
el andm the hands -‘.hf the Chief Provost Mnrshnl ‘of the District, |

* AL That the bond of Job Ww. Et.jron be- pmanuted for the |
iheﬂ&ﬂt of. the Oivil- Fund. “That the small bost. ¢f St}rrun -fnther,
Ly whg ia:a’ wurthy mun, be’ resﬁoraaf to him.. - - ¥

I Mr. A . 'an'ht, i Aismniased: ‘offices, of & Pennsjrhama

. - Reg]mm'lf' AppeAting hy tlio-evidence to be ai the. bottum af these

frauds, and lie baving. proposcd to smugple liquais into: the . lines

Lt . of the erieiny, i ordered to loave: quth ﬂarulmn without dolny.

. QFFICIAL:

. I"i?' The lenﬁncj shmrn {o. these” ‘and othar pm-tim in" this
o m@e, mnst ot be looked for hy those who: 'may offend in ﬁ:ture

By Gummmd of Mn_p:rr Gﬂm.-r;h!onu J Pl'-ci- e

- .L A. JUIIBOH, N
ﬁuhtlnt Lﬁjutlmt GWII




Ly S

L _.._,_..__.,_ M :.-_i\_;. :

AR r@ﬁuﬁ,;_.p;:j‘u_;_:_'_n;_‘p,g_}:_'_.-';-;; Ariny. & Distof Noith Carolina, . -
S o r, LY T Nawaitan, N. O March 31,1804...
e ']‘Im Emnmnnﬂmg, Gcnerul -I:luing--._tﬁ.:]d_a & Tl .'md mmp]em
. imyestigation in thio . inatter of . tho: .sloop. “Pine,” peized, in the -
“Pungo River, for viclation of the-tales of the  Army, and of the -
- fressury Department— . S U : o '
17 15 ORUEKED: - o S
I. That the sloop, and North Caralitn moriey be restored to
Timothy Raker, Jr., and tliat he pay a fine of $500 into_the Civil
Fond‘in the handé of tho Chief _Pru';ujﬁt Marslial of the District.
1L, That the bond of John W. Styron be prosdeuted for the .
. benefit of the Civil Fund. ~'That the small boat of Styron’s father,
wha i8 o, wortkiy man, be restored to him, - '
IR Mes A H, Wright, & disriieied -officer of i Peansylvania
Regiment, appeariig by the evidcoee to be nt the ‘bouttom of these
frands,'and Lié having. proposed te rmuggle liguors inte the lines
of the enemy is ordered to leave North Corolinn withount delay.
IV. 'The lenicncy shown' to these and .other parties in- this
ease, must not be looked for by those who may offend in future.

Ry Command of Major General Jann J. Peck:

J. A. JUDSOR,

_ : B ' Assistant Adjutent General,
_ OFFICIAL: _ : o : '
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it 7] Onth ot BWegiavee do the - Waited Sthtes Goversanent. ' -
i, WM‘ , do splemnly swear, in presdrice of Almight)[ﬁud, R
Ve iehat Fowill ioncels ' | |

' };_jS‘taﬁs,_anﬂ"th@ union of-the “Statés thereunder; anil that I.-will, indike manner; ibide by - -

" 1 enee toslayes, sp long and so fa as ot repealed, modified, or held void by Congress, pE" "
: f -by decision of the S

ﬁﬁf}i‘}?t?_l‘tﬂ“a{)l}ﬂ(ﬂﬂ]ﬁﬂﬁﬂfiﬂf; of thé: Pregident thade daring the existing rebellion; hgving .. -

: ; _Supreme Court.. 8o help me God.” ¢ * . '
. - Sworn and sabairitel ta baf’n;u me, at Halena, Ar!:l.,}l

e DRI tha L L DRy ol R
B - LT ;i - .

- efra % % /" 7, PROVOST K :
dw/ Méz% verory. A, YR il

Cal

/

rthfa;tdlf,ﬂlly EJ}]I}GH}, ‘proteet and {l{?femrthﬁGcmﬂt-ltlltmllﬂfﬂlﬂUﬁltﬁ‘l S l
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Hesnguiarens ThaTaior of EASTERR AREARBAR,
Hereaa, ARKansas, Mpreh 20, 1864,

BPECIAL OR]}ERE,}

No. BT,

I George Smizer is hereby ordered to leave the Distriet of Eastorn Arkan-
asa, _f-:-r condnct ineonsistent with the obligations of a loyal eitizen, evidence
haviog been produced at thees headquarters that he tried to inducs the officers
of the steamer James Waloon to land at Friar's Point, on the 20th inst., in order
that, !na might have communication with s noted rebel, Major Whayoe, and st ’
the time when there wers rebel soldiera on the levee, who might have eaptured
the hoat had she tanded, as he insisted she sbouid; and upon Wheed person
wae fonad the evidence of his having msde unlawiul contracta with dislayﬂ
cilizena, and that he has been connlving at the burning of eotion, W0 prevent

by the affidevit of George Smizer, and from the papers
found in his poseeseion, that Jobn H. Motse ia, and has beei, jointiy intereated
with bim in his disloysl practices, it is hereby ordered that John H. Mozrse leave
the District of Eastern Arkansos,
Il The Provost Marshal will enforce the above orders by cansing George
Smizer and John H. Morse to embark on the Brat steamer bound up the river.
By order of Brig. Gen. N. B. Burorp.
T. C. MEATYARD,

Assistant Adjutant General,
OrFctac

W. Cuaworer, Firgt Licwf. and 4. D. C l

A true copy of papers, including interlinentions and erasures, found on the

peveon of George Smizer, of Holena, Avkansas, Harch, 1864, by the Fro-
vost Marshal.

e = e i ——

"A.“‘ .
Tq all whom these presants may ¢ome:

e it known, thet I, William: 1% Burks, for and io copsiderstion of the sum
of two thonsand five huudred delters, to me in havd psid by George Swizer,
of Phillipe county, Arkaness, receipt whereof i hereby sckoowledged, bave
this day eold unto the eaid Bmizer {wenty-iive bales of cotten, suppoted to
weigh four hundred and &fty pounds each, more or less, at twenty-five centa .

" s Wi aaid cotten to he delivered to pnid Smiser, of Tk . Mg Ee ) G LY
farm, in D'rew county, Arkanass, put up and haled in good mershantable order, 7 R
an demand of esid Bmizer, provided the aaid demand ia made during the year
of our Lord eighteen hundred and sigty-three. Now,if npen the delivery of
the ahovenamed eotlon, it value at twonty five eenls per peund should exseed
the sun above acknowledged se received, the enid Bmizer ia held bound t pay ¥
sne on delivery thersof the enm necepzary o make the [ull smount of Lthe value
of said cotton, iu confederate Money; and, on the contrary, it the value of the
aaid cobton, sl the rate above.named, shouid fall ehort of the sum of twoe thou-
gand fiva hundred dollara, then I am herehy and herain hound to refund in
eonferite Taoney to said ¥mizer o much of the sum above acknowicdged and
yoovived aa the actusl valee of said cotten may fall short.

Tt is upderstood Delween the purties, the anid Smizer and mysell, thot the
solton shadl he sucls as is known a9 ¢ middling."
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The eaid Smizer takes all risks, but if there should arise, by reseon of a
sudden raid into the sountry by Lhe forees of the United States, s military oe-
cessity requiring that zaid cottou should be barped i i to be burped as the
property of said Jmoizer. Grest sod imwinest davger of fallivg iuto the hands
of the iedersl forces is regarded sud uuderstood to constitute just grounda for

) i i ili netcesity.
the burning of said cotton s military Decessity Wi P. BURKS.
Witnesn: R, H. Musen.

] 'B.H

Reasived, Monticello, Ark., March 15, 1864, from (eorge Swmizer, ten thou-
sand dollars, confederate money, which [ promise to vest for hith in cotton, at
povanty-five centa per pound, free of charge.

A. T. HURLY.

Test: Wu P. Broags.

nQo

$25,200. Received, Monticelto, March tg, 1884, from George Ymizar, twen-
ty-eight thousand two bundred dollars, confederate money, which I promise to
vest in cotton ot eeventy-five cenla per pouod, in as short & time aa 1 can, {res
of charge, or return the same when called for,
: WM. P. BURES.

AR

Reasived, Monticelle, Drew county, Ark., March 14, 1864, one hundred and
fifty dallars, in fall pay for three bales of good fair cotion, in good shipping
conditioo, which 1 promise to deliver te snid Smizer or order oo demand. Haid

Smizer takes the risk of the burning by confederate suthority, or the teking of
tha eatne by the federals.

W, 5. WELLS,
L

LU
I have this day sold to George Bmizer nineteen bales of eotton, of good fair
quality, in good shipping order, averaging four hundred and fifty pounds esch,
st twelve and o half eonts per pound, to be delivered to 2eid Smizer or order,
on demand, in the town of Monticello, in Drew eounty, Ark.
Aarch 16, 1584 J. P. HEIGHTOWER.

E

g

I certify that I have 20ld to George Smizer eight bales of cotton, each 1o
weigh four hundred snd fifty poonds in good order, to be delivered in Monii-
eeallo, aubject to his order,

March 17, 1804, J. P. HEIGHTOWER,
7] H.!l

I kave this day received from George Smizer, fifty-eight hundred and seventy
dellare in pouthern funds, which I promise to invest in collon for him on the
best terms | enn, or return the aame on demand.

LAWRENCE H. BEILSER.
Morricewe, Davw Co., ARg., Mareh 17, 1964,
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[1] I. "

Hetgwa, Azg., Fobruavy 28, 1863,
Georga Smiser (o J. H Horee,
1EA4 Dr.
Feb. 3 By cash : ceeaan. 3102 GG

24 00 00

2? ¢ DRI B L N R

4 # N e ieia e ivenrrrsassnnen
Mareh 1 " Tt ar et s a e e g0 1,080 0D
9 cunredll'l-.rr'til‘ ii-pil-il-ll-‘l-l!i--ll'l'l-'l-lll-" 31490%
Enﬂthﬂrn..u...............,........_.....,........4,90000

Canfed. {mina.}............“..,.....................3,145 00
GUﬂfﬂd- I:Duntahl)rh.-.......-...-...,-n.----..-..--.--ﬂrﬂmm

I certify that the ahova is & true eopy of tha papers fonad in the possesaion

of George Smizer. :
Given under my hand st Helens, Ark., March 28th, 1864. o

. C.B BLANCHARD, '
Lievut. and Provost Marshal, Dist. Eazrtern Arkanias

(Copy.}
BraTeE oF AmEANEAS, }H_

County of Phillips,

{reotge Bmizer being duly swory deposes pud saye: I veside in Helens; my
family sre in Merglaod; [ have lived in this part of the eountry the Inet thres
or four years; my business hoa been thet of & farmer; I om pow s ecotton
buyer, under permit from United States Treasury Drepartment ; [ know John H.
Morse; liave known him seventeen or eighteen yeara; I have business relationa
with him; he has furnished me with capital; oo the sth day of March, 1864,
be furnishied me with $3,490 in confaderata maotey, aise 3,145 in confedersta
meney on the same dey ; be eupplied ine with that soofederate money to invest
in eotton; T do pot koow where ha obteined that confedarate money; Mr.
Jahn H, Morse is interesiad with me in the sotten to be obtained from William
P. Burks, of Drew county, Arkansas, onder the agreement, of which & copy is
herennto annexed, marked exhibit “A,” and wmade a part of this my sffidavit.

Bigned; - GEQ. SMIZER.

Sworn and subscribed this 28th day of March, 1964,

T. . CALLICOT,
Aw'i Special Agent Trozsury Depariment,

A trug copy. W. CHANDLER,, .
Firnt Livvdenant and A. D, O

(Copy.)

Permit do purchase within States declaved in insurrection products of the
ronairy, and fo fransport and sell the some, wunder the provieo aof the hith
rection of the Aot of Conpress of July 13, 1961,

Poer or MEewrams,

To whom it may coneern:

Tlia may certify, that George Smizar has this day presented nn anthority
exceuted by J. M. Tomany, assistant spesinl agent of the Treasury Tlepartment,
to him, dated the 25th day of March, 1564, for the purchass, traneportation,
aod sale of products, and has filed in my offies su application for a permit to
purchase withia the limita following, to wit, Arkensss, DeSoto, Dyraw, Phillips,
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Chicot, and Awhley counties, Arkensas, and to truneport thience to Memphis,
Tennesses, and to sell the products nagmed and deseribed pe follows, viz: five
hundred bates eotton ; and the paid (George Smizer has made coth belora me
purauant Lo the regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury.

Now, therafore, by virtue of the suthority of the President of the United
States, conferred on me through ihe Secretary of the Treasury, in pursusnce
of the provise of the 5th section of the act of Congress, approved July 13,
1861, entitled, “An act further te provide for the collection of dutica on im-
ports, and for other purposes,” I do hereby suthorize aod permit the said
(eorge Smizer to purchase within the limite sbove described, and to traozport
thence to Memphia, Tennessee, by way of water, and to sell the n.buve-un.n.ud
prodaets, provided; however, that any viclation of the “ regulations concerning
commercinl intercourse with snd in Atates declared in insurrection,” prescribed
by the Secretary of the Treasury, September 11, 1883, or of local rules msade
under tham, she!l work an immediate revooation of this licenes; and all pus-
chases, transportation, or sales noder it, after such violation, shall be nnlawiful,
tha sme aa thoogh the permit had vot been jzaved.

Tha right is alsc ressrved to revoke, suspend, or qualify this permit at soch
time and in such manoer as the public interest may reguire; mnd unless re-
newed it will expire thirty days after date, sud thenceforward be of no fores
whatever,

In testimany whereof, T hereunto eet my hand and affix the seal of thia offica,
thia 224 day of March, 1864

(sEaL] G. W. CARLETOY,
Surveyor of Ousloms

{Copr.}

Orrice oF THE Peovosy Marspac,
DisTricr or EasTeEny AREANSAB,
Hevrexs, Aek., March 28, 1B64L.
Gronce Saizen: You will be at the office of Mv. Collicot ab exnctly ten
o'clock and forty-five minules,
Mr. Collicot’s office is over tha Post Office
Ly order of Brig. Gen. Buvorp, Cowmanding.

C. B. BLAKCHABD, Lieuf and Provest Mershal,
I’er Houston.

Srate oF TERNESREE, \
Qouwty or Baxray, '

Praniel Tosl, of lawfn! age, being first duly sworn upen his cath, saye:

I am Pilot oo the steamer James Wataon, and have been for abont three
waska ; was Pilot on her in the Iate trip from "r'ickahurg to Memphia; 1 koew
George Bmizar; he came aboard the Waoison on thia trip, in the night, from &
gnn boat belaw Greenville: I eame off walch sbout a mile and a half below
Friar's Point a8 we cama up; Smizer ocame to e and aeked me to blaw Lhe
whistle to near over to Friar’a Point, saying he desired to sae if Mr. Whayne
had gone up theviver or not, that he wished Lo see him ; while we were1alking
the Captain gutmn} camna up and I said to him: * Captain, thiais a bad
place, they boarded the White here about a weesk sge” Mr Smizer said :
“Ceptain I doo't think there is a bit of danger, If I thowght there was I
wenld not desire you to go over.” The {uptatn concluded ta vun vver there;
we went to within about three hundred yarde of shore, when Mr. Smizer
hallowed to a person on shore asking if Whayne had gone up the river; the

eraon addressed, waived his hat up the river; 1 don't kuow whether he mennt
y that, that Whayne had gonc up, or whether he intended to signsl the boat
Lo ge on; we saw eix Or seven men on borseback, two of them rode up on the
lavee Lo the geulleman that waved his hat snd commenced talkiog to Liw ;
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then ona of them galloped np the levea oppori i

, pposile the boat by the time she

{:i.lrly under way n!galp:. and hallowed tc us to stop, that he had » humig:t;
ales of eotton to ship : tha bont had elacked np, but had not enlirely stopped

ai any time; the men had ne arme that I eonld eee.

1 was present at Helena oo the agth inetans, when Ceptain Weirsn was exX-
smioed by General Buford al his headguerters; I saw General Buford take
down the teatimony of Watson ; I hanrg Walson state in that examination
that Bmizer had said to him that he did not think there was any danger in go-
ing over, and if he thoupht so he would not wish him to go over; when 5?&
General read to Watson his testimony that part waa left out; Watson asked
him IIE it was not necessery to put t at in; be esid, “*No, it wea not neces-
sary.” Mr, Smizer did ot in my presence request the Captain to land at all,

DANIEL TOAL

Sworn to and subseribed bafore me and given under my hend and offical
seal at Memphis, this S1at day of Mareh 1864,

[sRAL AXD ETAME.] HUME F. Hﬂl}ﬁ,ﬂ
Srare, of, THepEs. J1,, .- - .t
County or SngLny. {

Joho L. Watson, of lawful age, heing duly eworn upon his cath, an%:
1 am Captaio of the steamer James Watson, and was Captain of that boat on

her late tnp from Vicksburg to this gity: [ hava hasrd the sbeva affdawit of
David Toal read; 1 know tha faats sat gurth tharein are true; I know from all
the circumstances of the case that Smizer did not wish the boat endangered ;
e desired to get Major Whayne ghoard, but aflter eome men o horaeback
were seen he aid pot desire va toland; 1 saw no armed men at sll; T eappose
sorne were negtoes and some whits men | T considered it the safer course pob
to etop; and Mr. Smizer eaid to rae: U 1f you think there is any danger, don't
land.” Idon't kuow that there wasan danger whatever, but § make it a vule
not to land when I aes sny persan o {mraebnck; I have heen & shown a cer-
tifcate in the hands of Genersl Buford, touching the matter to which my
nama ie attached, signed by my clerk; thab certifieate is eorrect, and Idi-
rectad my clerk through Smizer to sign my name to it L amn and Wwas com-

mander of the pteamer James Walacn.
JOIN 8 WATS0K,

Sworn to and subseribed before me, and given under my hand and official

seal at Meinphis, thie 81et March, 1864
BEATL AND STAMPT, BCME F. HILL, Fotary Public.

Menemis, Texs., April 6, 1664

Drig. en. 1. . Burowp,
Commanding Eastern Distviet, Arkansas
GEnERaL: Accompnbying ihia letter in which I desire to express by way of
argument, as the coansel of Me, Smizar, and of Mr. Movze, my views touching
the facts appearing by the papers sad evidence herstofore in your poaeesaion,
and the affldavits which sceompany their Teapective petitions and sles the
pointe of law resulting out of thoaa facte.
There seem to bo thres matlers allaged against Stnizer
15t That he had semetime io the early pert of 1563, sntered into & contract
with one Burks, for the delivery of certain cotton which Smizer bad purchased
of him; whieh contract stipulated that imminent Janger of the eolton falling
juto Federal hands was ta be taken Be canse for the burning of the mma to
prevent ita fulling into such b anda,
Smizer, at that tine, (hecause the sontract was made in Jittle Itock,) was
Limself upder the contrel of the Confederste military authoritics, and was, 2o

far py local cireumetaness poin racter, he waa then himself
dernte Government—military fimes and opera-

a citizen of the so-called Confe :
tions made him much. The reanlt of thia fact ia thaf, by esid contraet, what-
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- ever may have been its etatementa wnd eharacter, it musé ba regarded as an
fnstrument of writing between confederates aa parties thereto, and could not
have, by ahy construction, constituted an unlawful sct, as hetween a citizen of
the Federal Government in correepondence with the epemy.

Again, thia contract was ohvicuely, so far as the objectionahle clause therein
is eonceroed, nomely, that Lhe presence of Federal forses should be deemad n
good cavse for Lburnicg, intreduced solely for the bepefit of Burks in view of
Confedecate military orders, for the purpose of placing the riek of burnioz an
Bnizer and relieve Burke from obligation to deliver said cotton, or sceount for
the sama.

It wag not the intention, and eould not be on the plain prineipla of self in-
tereat, the Jdesire of Smizer, that the cotton shonld be burned, and in point of
fact, he has so meneged that this very cotton is now safe within the Fede-
ral lines, and awnits Liie apportunity of bringing it ap on the permits which
he holds from the Treasury Department.  This latter fact throws 1lght ob t,hu
whola transaction and interprets the inleniion of Smizer.

ot goly ko, but since both the contracting parties were residents of the so0-
called Soothern Confederacy at that time, and Smizer having eines taken the
osth of sllegiance, and lso the amneety oath of ibe President of the Tnited
Stales, whatever dieloyal acie ha had commilted in entering inlo the eaid con-
tract or otherwiss, wera cured by the teking of 2aid osths; that auch is tha
legsl effect of the act of takiog the ampesty ovath csnoot, for s moment, be
controverted. The gnestion, therefore, snd the turning question in this braach
of the case, 15 as to the date of snid contract. I it wee made prier to Smizer's
¢oming into our lines, and tnkivg eaid asthe, whatever disloyalty might be at-
tached 1o il, was eured aod aonulled by Lie takiog the oaths. I3ut if it had
Leen entered into after his eoming into our lines, and taking sald caths, then
I think it woeuld be nnguestionably a viclation of bis ontha and his good faith
to the Government.

Yon will see, by inapecting tha date of the contvast, General, that this trane-
sction oceurred long before Bmizer came into the lines, or took the sald oethe,
becansa the contrsct was made in January or Tebrnary, A, Tv 1863, and he
came inbo the lines and took theee osths long since that date.

2. It is claimed Lhat Smizer waas in communication with a noted rebel, and
insisted on haviog the boat Jand for him, to its gresl peril of being eaptured.

The affidavita filed with hia petitien ¢lzarly indicate that be did oot requset
the bost to land with any purposs of endaogering her; the affidavita of Daoiel
Toal and Wataon conclusively prove that, in puict of fack, thers was 0o dan-
ger, there baing no hostile forea there.

Bwmizer's petition mekes a rations! expositicn of this matter and hls prxtiven
entirely consistent with the faets snd cireumslances of the case.

And I submit, General, whether bis clear statement of Lthess motives are not
to be taken as true until some compelent proof is offered to establish the con-
trary.

Mueh the more when it appesrs, by the positive testimony befors sllnded
to, that there were no hostile persons en share. It was undoubtedly wrong foc
Mp, Bmizer to ask the captaio of the host te de an act which was unlaﬁrfu]‘
nactely @ o land the boat. Whilst I do not regard it ae fully estabiishied by
the afliderits that he Jid insist on the aetusl Ianding of the boat, or whather
he merely desived the bost to run in ehora to aseertaio if Whayne waes there,
and if there, to have him brooght abroad iu the yawl; but however Utist may be,
the evidence inconlestably shows that the boal, in peint of fact, did net laod.
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1f she hm.i landed, that would have constitoted an offenss, bub it eurely ean-
oot b.a s crime mersly 1o have mads a request for the landing of the boat,

It 1? not to be presumed that Smizer iotendsd to jmvolve bis frisnde, the
captain asd officers of the boat, in a diffiorlty with the Governmest, and hie
request to land the bost must therefore have been either the result of igno-
rance or thouphtlesaness on his part—most likely the former. In dealing with
bim for thia iudiecretion, his motives ond objects ars to be considered, and
however great the indiseretion, he eught not, Lo be harebly desit with, unless
it elearly appesrs that his motives wers bad.

sd. It is slleged that he used Confederate fands. Tou will ses, Generad,
by |he opinions herawith transmitted of gentlemen who command your esteet
and confidence, and whose opinions oughs ta be of grent weight io euch a mab-
ter, that it has mever been regarded a2 disloyal, nolawfo], or wrong to nse
Confederate funds in the purchase of cotton. :

It is a fact £o patent that faw will doubt if, that the more of the Confederate
notes thrown back and put into sirculstion in the South, the more will their
gurrepcy be distorbed, sud their financial strength weakened.

While it ja egually obvious that the more satton we gat without giving them
pny value io return, tenda to stregthen ws

Hence, to buy eotton with Confederate fands is to be vagarded as highly
beneficial and patrictic rather than injurioue and disloyal. 1 believe the sbove
are all the points involved iu tnis case.

I fesl confident, bowever, that Mr. Smizer. waa for & time under & great
cloud, on sccount of hie alleged Jdefaleation in office, but time has demonetra-
ted, sa [ understand, that he had actually made no default, and when leat hi2
pocounts were finally settled, that the county wai jndebted to him instesd of
his heing indehted to the eounty.

No doubt this cloud had to some exlent poiscued your mind ood arrayed
against bim prejudice of which he is undeserving.

He had also doublly strayed very widely from the right path in yielding
nimeelf to any comcurrence whatever in the rebellion, but he has lika the
prodigal eon, found hia error, and came baek to Lis allegianee.

He has & right to siand aquarely upen his pmnaesty oath, which Ia atbached
to his petition, and have all of its legal enefita.

[ state it o8 my copvietion, General, on a careful examtination of this cane
that the most which appears agsinet Synizer 38 the indiscretion of having re-
queated the bont to be landed.

And even that is not thorouglly established ; and surely thisa pranll matter
when compared with the ruagnitude of the judgment againet Rim, which in-
volyes, it exeouted, bis disgrace and ruio,

I pubmit that & judgment thus reaching to the destruction of all his intereats
ju this life, ought to rast on cAused po Erave as ko commend themselves to the
mipds of all.

In Mr. Morse's case thers are only two points, a3 1 apprehend.

1at. The giviog Confederate fouds to Smizer Lo boy cotlon with; sod 2d, his
pupposed intersat in the Burks cotion contract What I have said sbove with
respett to the uae of Uonfederate fuude npplies equally to bia case na to the
Burk's colten case. 1t 8 clearly in proof, by the aftidavit of Smiger, that he
Jid not even Enow of the existenes of Smijzer's conlrach with Thnlig, nreed eoudd
not, by any pngsihi!it.}r therelare, be ioeprligalid in mnidd cendrect, wlinbever
might be ite Lerms and effects,




&

This you will perceive on s ¢lose inspection of Smizers sffidavit appended
to Morse’a petition.

May I not therefore, General, in view af thess facts and prineiples, with
with some degree of confidence msk your reconsideration and revoration of
your order banishing these two gentleman, or at [east that you will grant te
them s full and fair trial before a military commiesion, spon charges and spe-
¢ifeationa filed with ench commission, aed that they have opportunity to
defend themeelves against such charges.

I, tharefore, in case you ave not prepared to revoke said orders, mek in their
bebalf auch trinf

I hoped to have the power of seeing you in person, but a eudden attack of
fever renders it impossikle to go to Helens, and I heve secordingly taken thia
method of sddressing you.

I truet ] have evecesded, though this srgument is dictated from a feversd

bed, that [ hava been able to make slear my propositions, and that they will
mest Fodr coRcurranes, ¥

I am, Gapersl, reapectﬁ:lly;
Your obediant servant,
r. E BLAND,
per C. H. ROBINHON,
Gen. Buford refused to revoke and refertred the same to Gen'a Hurlbut ar
Btesl,

Meurums, Trsvesses, April 14, 1864,

Major Genersl 8. A. Hunvboy,
Commanding 166k driny Oorpe

Gienensl: Your petivioner, (leorge Bmizer, respectfully represects that he is
the owner of & large quantity of colton situated in the southeast portion of
Arkansaa, for the bringing out of which he has permits from the Treasury
Department. 1lia cotton i so situated that it will be lisble to he burned or
destruyed unless Lie shall be abla early to get it away and brinﬁ it to his
market, to do whichk will reguire his personal presence sod efforta. He desires,
therefors, to po dewn there lor the said estion, together with some other potton
which be haa contracted for and partly ﬁaid for under permiis from the Trea-
sury Deparlwent, and for this purpess he prags you to grant bim & pass to
Vielkaburg or (3ain's Landing.

Your petitioner is ready to give bonds in any reasonable amount; that in
ctae you grant him the relief he asks thel he will conduet himself in all ve-
epects with loyalty to the Government nod in fidelity to his oaih of alleginnce
and amnesty, and in nowise abuge the privalege granted hiw.

Bespectfully submitted,

GEO0. SMIZER.

Mr. George 3mizer and J. H. Morse have been banished by Gen, Buford from
Arksoess. That region of country is net in my commend, and if it were [
would pet interfers with Gen. Beford without full examinetion. Mr. Smizer
muet apply to the War Depariment for relief if he wishes il. I hava nothing
to do with his or any one ele's epaculations in cotton, snd eo far &3 I am con-

‘eerned most devoutly wish that every pound of the article were burned, in
which case the war, unenenmbered by stealing, would sson be brought to an
end.

J. A. HULRLBUT,
April 16, Muajor treneral
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