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“A Rebel prowler shooting a Union picket outside Jefferson City.”
Harper's Weekly
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The summer of 1864 saw an increase in guerrilla violence against
homes and citizens in northern Missouri. These attacks, which spread
panic throughout the state’s population, were part of the Confederate
plan to draw Union troops away from Missouri’s southern border,

. where General Sterling Price attacked in September. Though Price

\ = entered the state with 12,000 troops, many of them were unarmed and
in the end they were not strong enough to wrestle the state of Missouri
away from the heavily fortified Union defense.
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“... Bushwhackers had burned
[Danville] destroying the entire County
and Court Records . . . some of the inhab-
itants had been killed and one wounded.”
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Strong Union fortifications prevented Price from attacking the
Missouri River towns of Jefferson City, Boonville, or Lexington. By Liilovodiy”ah dos 'of the Lichoues’LestiTaturs: Fopentin +

lsw and vacating the com:issions of the of;xcera
nto

the time he reached the Kansas border, Price was being pursued by i Lf:““;‘;:ffffo:mr“:ﬁilf;l = m‘m:d i
Union General William Rosecrans from the east and General Samuel # SR (o) et e e e el

Curtis from the west. Caught in the middle, the Confederates were s gercarson t1uy i Sane "G Shere Futtodng tnd vorking
forced into three days of fighting that climaxed near the town of e ity et e tiowi oe st ol G B, B
Westport, Missouri. Price and his army retreated south along the s Thet e Beva1s mare tu foces cliMuriiters she ilbany arasseise
: 5 : ; 5 140050 Gaxof Tho company. wan criered 4 ie Teriiid Saiirodd
Missouri - Kansas border with Union forces behind them. o reopon-sud gusmi tho Sube Uik Toturmed Lhe Sourih day. fis re-
?2}:\;1:5"!11‘“;0 compsmy were working on the fortifications at

(DatedMefferson City, Misgour:
(Siezied) “Jobn
Com: ng the Company

tober 31, 1864
ine

(Sifmed) *Re_ Zoser, \
Cole Lomd" 34th Retel Ml o

“...we were attacked on the east side of the
Bridge by a large force of Rebels commanded
£ by Jo Shelby... and seeing that the Rebels
were in force with artillery the company

e evacuated Rt and proceeded to Jejferson City.” 5

History of Company C, 34th Regiment EMM,
October 31, 1864.
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General Sterling Price

Missouri State Archives

S Camp Blood near Pilot Knob
Harper s Weekly

As he moved toward St. Louis, General Price decided that his
12,000 troops could easily take the Union garrison at Fort
Davidson near Pilot Knob, Missouri. Outnumbered nearly 10 to 1,
the Union army, led by General Thomas Ewing, inflicted heavy
casualties from the safety of the fort. While Price eventually
v forced the Union to flee the fort under the cover of darkness, the

X p— victory cost him nearly 10% of his troops and prevented him from
5 following Ewing to St. Louis.
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‘The Battle '6f§West'p0rt,‘ October 231864
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