Women Request the Right to Vote

PETITION FROM THE WOMEN OF ST. LOUIS.

To the General Assembly of the State of Missouri:

GexTLEMEN : The undersigned, women of St. Louis, bave observed among the proceedings of
the Legislature a propofition to amend the Constitution of our State by strikirg out the word
¢ white,”” thus extending the right of suffrage to persons of color. }

To this we make no objections, but it does not go far enough. We believe that all persons who
are subject to the law, and taxed to support the Government, should have a voice in the selection
of those who are to govern and legislate for them. This is simply an act of justice. As the law
now stands, one-half of the population of the State is deprived of all expression of opinion upon
subjects most vital to their welfare and happiness. Kansas has already conceded the right of
women to the ballot, and we trust that Missouri will speedily follow her example.

We therefore pray that an amendment may be proposed striking out the word ¢¢male,”” and ex-

tending to women the right of suffrage—and, as in _duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray.
MRS. FRANCIS 'MINOR,
— Y MRS. STEPHEN RIDGLEY, and 353 others.
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was overwhelmingly rejected by the state legislature.

In 1867, Virginia Minor sent a petition to the state legislature. It asked that a proposed amendment
to the state constitution permitting African American men to vote also include women. This petition
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