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From the State Archivist

n these challenging times of tightened budgets and trying to do more 
work with less, it is sometimes refreshing to reflect on the more posi-
tive elements in our lives. As historians and genealogists, we are blessed 
in Missouri to have some of the best research institutions in the country. 

When I look at similar institutions across the nation, the Missouri State Archives’ 
commitment to making the records of our state open and accessible to the public 
is in stark contrast to many other institutions. The Missouri Digital Heritage web-
site continues to build on the success of the Archives’ earlier indexing projects, 
adding photograph collections and state publications, among other resources. The 
addition of the 1959 death certificates has pushed just that one series to more 
than 2.2 million records.

One of the main reasons for this success is the Archives’ wonderful staff of 
caring professionals who work hard to preserve and make available the state’s 
most treasured and valuable records. A recent flurry of emails reinforces this fact. 
Conservation training workshops held across the state as part of our Missouri 
Historical Records Grant Program received rave reviews from both profession-
als and volunteers attending the sessions. One attendee said it was “one of the 
most productive days I have spent in a long time.” An onsite researcher who 
recently visited both our Jefferson City and St. Louis locations wrote that she 
had “worked in just about every state library/archives in the southeast (broadly 
defined) in the past 3 years, and I would say that my memories of Missouri will 
be by far the fondest.” A similar view was shared by an academic researcher who 
was able to access all of the state’s historical Blue Books on the Missouri Digital 
Heritage website. He may have directly complimented the availability of the 
records, but it was the diligent efforts of several staff members that earned these 
accolades.

Recent volunteer activities also emphasize how thankful we should be for their 
efforts. A significant number of our volunteers have been working their way 
through the indexes of Missouri’s land patents, adding difficult to read loca-
tion information that will allow searches by range, section and township. Other 
e-volunteers are indexing the equally difficult early criminal court records of St. 
Louis. Over 100 onsite and online volunteers recently helped complete the 1959 
death certificates project, and many of these are now indexing a massive collec-
tion of typed index cards for the Probate Court of St. Louis. In almost every one 
of these instances, the Archives would not have considered these projects without 
the assistance of our wonderful volunteers.

The Archives is also very fortunate to have such a supportive Friends organiza-
tion. The Archives simply cannot do everything that it would like on its own. 
Over the years, the Friends have continued to support our public programming, 
Archives Alive!, National History Day in Missouri (both regionally and at the 
state level), the William E. Foley Research Fellowship and numerous other proj-
ects. This very publication is funded by the Friends. Their financial support allows 
the Archives to reach out to the state’s students and researchers in ways that 
would not be possible otherwise. As we work together to build on past successes, 
it is my hope that you continue to play a vital part in our future.

Sincerely,

John Dougan 
State Archivist

I
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Archives Receives Grant to 
Digitize Early Supreme 
Court Records

ince 1999, the Supreme Court of 
Missouri Historical Society has funded 
the creation of an annotated, online data-

base for the historical case files of the Missouri 
Supreme Court. The society’s interns clean, flat-
ten, index and describe case files each summer at 
the Missouri State Archives. As of 2009, a total 
of 12,000 criminal and civil cases from 1783 to 
1889 had been indexed, making a wealth of his-
torical information available online to search for 
free. Now, a $148,577 grant from the National 
Historical Publications and Records Commission 
(NHPRC) will enable the Archives to scan the 
original documents from 1821 to 1865 and link 
those digital images to the existing database 
entries.

Case files are often overlooked as a historical 
resource, but they are actually one of the rich-
est resources available. Case files provide more 
than just the opinion of the court. They provide 
extensive details, sometimes veritable oral histo-
ries, which do not appear in any other records. 
Typically included among the files are documents 
such as transcripts from lower courts, briefs filed 
by attorneys or interested parties, depositions, and 
exhibits, including maps, photographs and hand-
bills.

The Supreme Court case files are a collection 
in which the variety and significance of Missouri 
history becomes apparent, as cases evolve from 
French fur trappers to steamboat cases of the 
Mark Twain era to the rise of modern railroads. 
Within the collection are documents related to 
intriguing events such as Frank Blair’s challenge 
of the loyalty oath being administered after the 
Civil War and the construction of gunboats for 
service during the Civil War by wealthy St. Louis 
industrialist James Eads. In addition, the names 
of famous Missourians, such as American states-
man Thomas Hart Benton and explorer, Indian 
agent and territorial governor William Clark, can 

be found intermingled with those of common 
citizens. Through these case files, a unique view 
is presented on a variety of topics – immigration, 
slavery and the effects of emancipation, westward 
expansion, local and state elections and even duel-
ing. 

Funding from the NHPRC will make pos-
sible the digitization and online accessibility of 
more than 9,000 of these case files, an estimated 
864,000 pages of original Missouri history. Work 
on the project will begin April 1, 2010 and con-
clude September 30, 2012. For more informa-
tion on the Supreme Court’s case files or to use 
the Missouri Supreme Court Historical Database, 
please visit www.sos.mo.gov/archives/judiciary/
supremecourt/. 

S

Detail from an 1850s map of St. Louis depicting Bloody Island, a 
common location for duels
Supreme Court Collection, Missouri State Archives

Case files are often overlooked as 
a historical resource, but they are 
actually one of the richest resources 
available.

“

“



Spring 20104

The conflicts that surrounded the war were so 
divisive that they affected civilian and soldier alike. 

The unveiling of Divided Loyalties is open to 
the public. If you would like to attend, please call 
(573) 751-4236 to RSVP. The exhibit will be on 
display until May 31, 2011 and will begin to trav-
el throughout Missouri in the summer of 2011.

Missouri Conference on 
History Scheduled for April

he Missouri State Archives, State 
Historical Society of Missouri, and 
Missouri Museums Association will co-

sponsor the 52nd annual Missouri Conference on 
History from April 14-16, 2010 in Jefferson City, 
Missouri. The Missouri Conference on History 
brings together teachers of history and other pro-
fessional historians to share in the presentation of 
research results, exchange information on teach-
ing and curriculum, consider ways to promote 
interest in history and the welfare of the profes-
sion, and discuss other concerns common to all 
historians.

The conference will offer a variety of presen-
tations on state, national and world history, 
including topics such as the Civil War, African-
American activism, moral and social reform, 
Native Americans, slavery and the conservation of 
records. The keynote speaker will be Christopher 
Phillips, who will speak on “Lincoln’s Grasp of 
War: Neutrality, Conciliation, Slavery, and the 
Border State Dilemma, 1861-1863.” 

Phillips is Professor of History at the University 
of Cincinnati, where he teaches courses in the 
era of the Civil War and Reconstruction with 
an emphasis on the American South. Of his five 
published books, four are centered on Missouri, 
including The Making of a Southerner: William 
Barclay Napton’s Private Civil War, The Union 
on Trial: The Political Journals of William Barclay 
Napton, 1829-1883, Missouri’s Confederate: 
Claiborne Fox Jackson and the Creation of 
Southern Identity in the Border West, and Damned 
Yankee: The Life of Nathaniel Lyon.  

New Civil War Exhibit Will 
Be Unveiled in April
Greg Olson 
Exhibit Curator

ivided Loyalties: Civil War Documents 
from the Missouri State Archives, a new 
exhibit by the Missouri State Archives, 

will be unveiled at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 
15, 2010, at the Kirkpatrick State Information 
Center, 600 West Main Street, Jefferson City, 
Missouri. The exhibit examines the upheaval and 
uncertainty that characterized Missouri during the 
Civil War era. Drawing on more than nine million 
pages of Civil War-related documents and court 
cases, the exhibit goes beyond the stories of bat-
tles and military strategy to consider the charged 
atmosphere of social conflict that permeated the 
state for two decades after the Kansas Border 
Wars of the mid-1850s.

The exhibit opens with a look at pre-Civil War 
Missouri and the important role the institution of 
slavery played in the state’s culture and economy. 
This section of the exhibit includes a look at the 
way in which slavery was protected in Missouri’s 
first constitution. It also shows how slaves were 
treated as property that could be bought, sold 
and distributed by probate courts. Court cases 
brought by slaves seeking their freedom are fea-
tured, like the famous suit filed by Dred and 
Harriet Scott in St. Louis.

Divided Loyalties illustrates how the issue 
of slavery divided Missouri’s white popula-
tion. Though an 1861 state convention deter-
mined that the state would not leave the Union, 
Federal troops advanced on Jefferson City, forc-
ing Governor Claiborne Fox Jackson and the 
Missouri State Guard to abandon the state capi-
tol. The exhibit includes documents, both from 
Missouri’s pro-Confederate elected state govern-
ment in exile and the federally-backed provisional 
government that took its place in June 1861. 

Through state documents and court cases, 
Divided Loyalties shows that the Civil War in 
Missouri was not fought solely on the battlefield. 

D

T



Phillips was elected a Distinguished Lecturer by 
the Organization of American Historians in 2009 
and is co-editor of Ohio Valley History, a peer-
reviewed quarterly publication of regional history.

Anyone interested in the teaching of history, 
historical research, historical preservation or any 
other professional application of history is wel-
come to attend the conference. For more infor-
mation on the conference program and details on 
how to register, please visit shs.umsystem.edu/mch/. 

Archives Places Papers of Civil 
War Governors Online

n anticipation of the sesquicentennial 
of the Civil War in 2011, the Missouri 
State Archives has digitized and placed 
online the official papers of the men 

serving as Missouri’s governor during 1861 to 
1865: Claiborne Fox Jackson, Hamilton Rowan 
Gamble, Willard Preble Hall and Thomas Clement 
Fletcher.

Claiborne Fox Jackson was serving as governor 
when a state convention was called in 1861 to 
decide whether Missouri would secede or remain 
in the Union. Jackson believed the state conven-
tion would vote for secession, so he aligned him-
self with the pro-Southern majority. Jackson was 
wrong. Instead, the convention vacated the offices 
of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state 
and the legislative assembly. Hamilton Rowan 
Gamble was appointed provisional governor, and 
a statewide election was called for in November. 
Jackson ignored the convention’s order and 
declared Missouri a free republic, dissolving all 
ties with the Union. He summoned the former 
assembly to meet in November and, although 
less than a quorum of either house responded, 
a formal ordinance of secession was passed and 
senators and representatives to the Confederacy 
were appointed. The Confederate States of 
America admitted Missouri on November 28, 
1861. Jackson went to southern Arkansas with the 
Confederate sympathizing members of the state 
government after the Battle of Pea Ridge. He died 
near Little Rock on December 6, 1862. 
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After being named provisional governor, 
Hamilton Rowan Gamble’s chief concern became 
keeping Missouri 
in the Union while 
simultaneously resist-
ing federal control. 
The toll on his 
health, together with 
a fall on the ice at the 
executive mansion, 
led to a case of pneu-
monia from which he 
died on January 31, 
1864.

Willard Preble Hall 
had been chosen 
by the 1861 state 
convention to serve as lieutenant governor. Upon 
Gamble’s death, Hall became Missouri’s 17th 
governor. A former U.S. Representative and vet-
eran of the Mexican War, he served as governor 
until Thomas Clement Fletcher was sworn in on 
January 2, 1865 and then returned to his law 
practice in St. Joseph.

Thomas Clement Fletcher was the first native 
Missourian to serve as governor. In this capacity, 
he dealt with amnesty for Confederate soldiers 
and sympathizers, emancipation of Missouri slaves, 
railroad bond defaults and the reorganization 
of the public education system. Fletcher sup-
ported the establishment of Lincoln Institute in 
Jefferson City, now known as Lincoln University, 
and also established the Missouri State Board of 
Immigration. This board helped rebuild the state’s 
population, which declined during the Civil War 
years.

By making available the records of these four 
governors, the Missouri State Archives hopes to 
enable researchers to study the actions of state 
government during the Civil War and make it 
possible for students and interested citizens to 
have access to the historical records of their state’s 
leaders. Members of the Archives staff are cur-
rently preparing the papers of Reconstruction-era 
governors for inclusion on the Missouri Digital 
Heritage website and plan to have those available 

Claiborne Fox Jackson 
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The directory provides 
information about the 
holdings and location 
of historical research 
centers in the state. Any 
Missouri institution that 
has original records in 
its care is eligible for 
inclusion in the direc-
tory.

Please visit the 
MHRAB’s website at 
www.sos.mo.gov/archives/
mhrab/mhrab.asp to 
view the strategic plan, 
online directory, grant 
opportunities and other features. If you would 
like to receive a printed copy of the plan or sub-
mit your institution for inclusion in the directory, 
please email mhrab@sos.mo.gov or call (573) 526-
1981. 

The MHRAB is the central advisory board for 
historical records planning and for projects relat-
ing to historic records that are developed and 
carried out within Missouri. The board is coordi-
nated by the Office of the Secretary of State and 
the Missouri State Archives. Through programs 
and projects like those featured here, the MHRAB 
strives to fulfill its mission to “promote and sup-
port identification of, preservation of, and access 
to all historical records in Missouri.”

before the start of the Civil War’s sesquicentennial 
in 2011. To view the papers of Missouri’s Civil 
War governors and other documents made avail-
able by the Archives, please visit www. 
missouridigitalheritage.com.

Plan for the Future of 
Missouri’s Historical Records 
is Released

he Missouri Historical Records Advisory 
Board (MHRAB) has published a stra-
tegic plan for the future development 

of Missouri’s historical records community. 
Securing Our Documentary Heritage: A Plan for 
the Preservation of Missouri’s Historical Records 
identifies the greatest challenges being faced by 
the state’s historical records repositories and ways 
records keepers can meet those challenges togeth-
er.

The plan is the result of a yearlong assessment 
and planning effort conducted by the MHRAB, 
with the assistance of the Missouri State Archives 
and the State Historical Society of Missouri. With 
funding from a $19,466 grant provided by the 
National Historical Publications and Records 
Commission (NHPRC), the MHRAB conducted 
a statewide survey, performed at least 39 on-site 
appraisals of local records repositories, and held 
seven regional public forums. These measures 
were designed to gain feedback on the condition 
of Missouri’s historical records, issues of concern 
to the historical records community and ideas for 
improving access and saving the state’s records for 
future generations.

Securing Our Documentary Heritage will help 
the MHRAB, Archives, State Historical Society, 
and other institutions focus their activities and 
grant funding on the programs of greatest benefit 
to the preservation of Missouri’s past. In addi-
tion, the information gathered while creating the 
plan enabled the MHRAB to update its website 
with resources of use to records keepers, including 
links to grant opportunities and an online direc-
tory of the state’s historical records repositories. 

T The MHRAB’s plan for the 
future of Missouri’s histori-
cal records was released in 
December 2009.
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Montgomery’s estate inventory included six slaves 
(three male, two female, and one child unidenti-
fied) ranging in age from two years old to 40 
years old. 

Also of interest are allusions to the Civil War. 
In the case of the Benjamin Smithson estate, the 
administrator reported that much of the property 
was lost during the war, except for an 120 acre 
land warrant. The John W. Montgomery estate 
listed $120 in Confederate money. Dr. Samuel 
Bender had claims against the Montgomery 
estate, but could not produce the original claims 
because at the time that the claims were held in 
the clerk’s office (1862), the area was raided by 
General Joseph Shelby and Colonel John Coffee. 
The claims were lost or destroyed during the raid. 
Papers in the estate of John E. Ross referenced 
notes being stolen by bushwhackers during the 
Civil War. 

Something else that has come to light while 
processing these files are the bequests by aspiring 
philanthropists within the county. In September 
1864, David S. Stapleton’s second will stipulated 
that the bulk of his estate was to be given to a 
school and be called Stapleton’s College (He 
also wanted a 12-foot monument erected on his 
gravesite!). There is no record as to whether these 
requests came to fruition or not.

W. W. Graves’ November 1897 will had 31 
stipulations, which included several nieces and 
nephews listed as heirs/beneficiaries. He also 
requested that a $700 note and part of the pro-

Archives Afield! Cedar 
County Probate Processing 
Project
Leslie James 
Local Records Field Archivist

 he “Archives Afield!” essay has been a 
regular feature of Missouri State Archives: 
Where History Begins since the Winter 

2005 issue. To date, 18 essays authored by 
Local Records Preservation Program staff have 
documented various projects, discoveries and 
adventures of archivists and conservators work-
ing throughout the state. The vast majority of the 
essays dealt with discoveries in local court records, 
an underutilized historical resource. Probate court 
records have long been used by genealogists and 
family historians, but rarely to their full poten-
tial. To provide some insight into the historical 
content of probate records, we offer a few of the 
“discoveries” from the Cedar County Probate 
processing project.

Cedar County was predominantly agricultural 
land in the 1860s and 1870s. Census data for 
1860 documented 867 farms in the county and 
708 farms in 1870.  According to census records, 
of the 6,637 county residents in 1860, 72 were 
slaveholders, and they held 211 slaves. Slaves 
comprised approximately 3 percent of the coun-
ty’s population. According to 1870 census data, 
111 African Americans were living in the county, 
fewer than 1 percent of the total 9,474 county 
population. 

Thus, given the relatively low number of slaves 
in the county, it is of special interest when a vol-
unteer comes across an estate file that mentions 
slave-related topics. A sale bill found among the 
papers of Edmond P. Smith’s 1856 estate shows 
the January 1860 sale of “the black woman” 
for $1,400 to James Cawthon. Benjamin W. 
Smithson’s May 1861 estate listed two African-
American girls on the inventory and shows that 
Mary Smithson, Benjamin’s widow, gave Colonel 
James Johnson power of attorney to hire out a 
slave named Mariah. In March 1863, John W. 

T
Janice Manning (l) and Janet Jones (r) process probate court records 
from Cedar County.
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ceeds from the sale of his property, including 
land in Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas, Michigan and 
Florida, go to William Jewell (Baptist) College for 
ministerial education and that additional proceeds 
went to Webb City College.  

These examples illustrate the type of information 
that can be gleaned from probate files to enhance 
both family and general history projects. A major 
part of all Local Records processing projects is the 
creation of a database containing detailed informa-
tion drawn from the files, which is made available 
to the public through the Missouri State Archives 
website once the project is completed. As a result, 
researchers interested in topics other than family 
history can search probate files without having to 
know about the individuals beforehand.

This project, like many other Local Records 
projects, relies on volunteer labor. In Cedar 
County, Janet Jones, volunteer coordinator for the 
project, has been with the project since the begin-
ning. Jones especially enjoys records from the 
1860s and 1870s that involve information relating 
to the Civil War and was excited to find her great-
grandfather’s probate file among the records being 
processed. Volunteers have processed approxi-
mately 20 cubic feet of probate records in Cedar 
County and are currently working with files from 
the 1890s. Volunteers work in the basement of 
the Cedar County Courthouse, just outside the 
assessor’s office. Because of the work of Jones and 
other volunteers, a unique part of Missouri’s his-
tory is available to the public.

Picture This: Infamous 
Missouri Mug Shots
Erin Sehorn 
Visual Materials Archivist

he Missouri State Archives has a large col-
lection of mug shots that correspond to 
the prison records of inmates who were 

once housed in the Missouri State Penitentiary 
(MSP). Mug shots are photographs of a person’s 
face, taken after he or she is arrested, used by 
police for identification. Generally, mug shots 

depict a front-
view and profile 
of the individual. 
These photographs 
provide police 
and investigators, 
along with victims, 
a means of iden-
tifying crime sus-
pects. This article 
provides a look at 
some of the more 
notorious inmates 
found in the col-
lection and a brief 
account of their 
crimes.

Bonny Brown 
Heady and Carl Austin Hall kidnapped and 
murdered Bobby Greenlease, the six-year-old 
son of prominent Kansas City banker Robert C. 
Greenlease in September 1953. After a weeklong, 
alcohol induced 
driving spree, the 
two were arrested 
in St. Louis. 
Once imprisoned 
at MSP, Hall 
showed signs of 
remorse for the 
crime; Heady, 
however, seemed 
unaffected. 
Heady and Hall 
were executed in 
the gas chamber 
on December 18, 
1953.

Charles 
“Sonny” Liston 
entered the MSP 
in 1950 after committing several robberies. This 
illiterate son of a violent sharecropper seemed 
destined for a life of crime. Luckily, Father Alois 
Stevens and Father Edward Schlattmann directed 
Liston toward the boxing ring while he served his 
time, and his talent garnered the attention of a 

T

Bonny Brown Heady
Department of Corrections and Human 
Services Collection, Missouri State 
Archives

Carl Austin Hall
Department of Corrections and Human 
Services Collection, Missouri State Archives
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St. Louis news-
paper publisher. 
The publisher 
secured Liston’s 
early release in 
October 1952. 
After winning 
several amateur 
titles, Liston 
went on to win 
the National 
Heavyweight 
Championship in 
1953.

James Earl Ray, 
no stranger to 
the penal sys-
tem, entered the 
grounds of the 
MSP in 1959. His crime of armed robbery earned 
him a 20 year sentence as a habitual offender. 
Ray often tried to escape. After several unsuccess-
ful attempts, he finally succeeded on April 23, 

1967 by hiding 
in a bread box 
from the prison 
bakery where 
he worked. He 
was not captured 
until after he 
murdered Dr. 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Many infamous 
individuals have 
spent time in the 
Missouri State 
Penitentiary. 
The mug shots 
housed in the 
Archives allow 
researchers a 
visual connec-
tion to subjects 

of study that differs from a document alone. For 
more information on the mug shots and other 
historical records of the MSP, please contact the 

Archives reference staff at (573) 751-3280 or 
archref@sos.mo.gov. 

Charles “Sonny” Liston
Department of Corrections and Human 
Services Collection, Missouri State Archives

James Earl Ray
Department of Corrections and Human 
Services Collection, Missouri State Archives

Save the Date! 
Dennis Stroughmatt to Perform 

at Friends Annual Meeting
Dennis Stroughmatt will be performing at the 
2010 Friends of the Missouri State Archives annu-
al meeting on Saturday, June 12. Stroughmatt has 
gained wide acclaim for his work in bringing to 
life the songs and stories of the French Creoles of 
“Upper” Louisiana, who remain in towns along 
the Mississippi River south of St. Louis. Over 
the past seven years, he has traveled across the 
world to share the music, language and culture of 
Mississippi River Creoles with thousands of music 
lovers, historians, students and families. A recog-
nized African Creole and French Creole fiddle 
master, Stroughmatt will undoubtedly make the 
annual luncheon of the Friends of the Missouri 
State Archives an event to remember.

Details regarding the cost and reservations for 
this event will be mailed directly to Friends mem-
bers and individuals in the surrounding area who 
have requested notice of programs being held at 
the Archives. You may also learn more about the 
event by calling (573) 526-1981.
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Spring 2010 
Program Calendar

Open City: True Story of the KC Crime Family, 1900-1950
April 22, 2010, 7:00 p.m.
Open City: True Story of the KC Crime Family details an historical account of the birth 
and growth of organized crime in Kansas City during the first 50 years of the 20th 
century. William Ouseley, a retired supervisor of the Organized Crime Squad, Kansas 
City Field Division, waged a 21-year battle against the modern day Kansas City “crime 
family.” He researched the facts, stories and legends that led to Kansas City’s reputa-
tion as a wide-open, anything goes city, dominated by a powerful political machine and 
the organized crime syndicate. Ouseley’s FBI experience makes possible an in-depth 
analysis of the historical materials that make up this book. Ouseley shares the story of 
a captive city, unbridled politicians, powerful and colorful mob bosses, gangland mur-
ders, racket activities and courageous police officers and reformers.

A Missouri Railroad Pioneer: The Life of Louis Houck
June 24, 2010, 7:00 p.m.
Known as a lawyer, journalist, entrepreneur, historian and philanthropist, 
Louis Houck is also considered the “Father of Southeast Missouri.” Houck 
brought the railroad to the region and opened the area to industrialization 
and modernization. In this new biography, Joel Rhodes tells how this self-
taught railroader constructed a network of 500 miles of track through the 
wetlands known as “Swampeast” Missouri from 1880 to the 1920s. These 
“Houck Roads” provided a boost for population, agriculture, lumbering 
and commerce that transformed Cape Girardeau and the surrounding area. 
In telling the story of Houck’s railroading enterprise, Rhodes chronicles 
Houck’s battle with the Jay Gould railroad empire and offers key insight 
into the development of America’s railway system, from the cutthroat practices of ruthless entrepreneurs to the 
often-comic ineptness of start-up rail lines.

Trestle Construction in Southeast Missouri 
Missouri State Archives 

The Santa Fe Trail in Missouri
May 13, 2010, 7:00 p.m.
For 19th century travelers, the Santa Fe Trail was an indispensable route stretching from Missouri to New 
Mexico and beyond. The section from St. Louis to Westport, known as “The Missouri Trail,” offered migrat-

ing Americans their first experience with the West. Anyone who wanted 
to reach Santa Fe first had to travel the width of Missouri. In The Santa 
Fe Trail in Missouri, Mary Collins Barile offers an introduction to 
Missouri’s section of the trail, providing an account of its historical and 
cultural significance. Barile shares how the route evolved from Indian 
paths, trappers’ traces and wagon roads and how the experience of travel-
ing the Santa Fe Trail varied even within Missouri. The book highlights 
the origin and development of the trail, offers a brief description of what 
travelers could expect to find in frontier Missouri and describes some of 
the major people associated with the trail.  

Pilgrims of the Plains
Library of Congress



Donations to Friends of the Missouri State Archives 
as of January 31, 2010

Institutional Donors
Friends of Arrow Rock

Joplin Museum Complex
Midwest Genealogy Center
Ozarks Genealogical Society

Tri-County Genealogical Society

Individual Contributions
Everett Bonsor, Bellingham, WA

Lon Cooksey, Moberly
Ann Carter Fleming, Chesterfield
Betty Grazier, St. Augustine, FL

Martha Sue Hentges, Jefferson City
Lynn Morrow, Jefferson City

Wade and D.J. Nash, Jefferson City
Dean Northington, Malden

Stephen L. Price, Jefferson City
Sandra and Kenneth Walls, Jefferson City

Denise and Keith Ziegelbein, Lohman

Joseph Baker Patrons ($500+)
Pat Payton, St. Louis

Thomas Hart Benton 
Associates ($100+)

Joseph Adams, St. Louis
Marci Bennett, St. Joseph
Mae Bruce, Jefferson City

Rebecca Carpenter, Fenton
Petra DeWitt, Rolla

Sherry Doctorian, Jefferson City
Edward Dolata, Des Peres
Gordon Fristoe, Odessa

Laura M. Huot, Jefferson City
Jeanette Jones, Long Beach, CA

Betty L. Lee, Jefferson City
Debby Linck, Ridgecrest, CA

Joan McCauley, Newport Beach, CA
Tom Menefee, Gladstone

Ronald W. Miles, Galesburg, IL
Vicki Myers, Jefferson City

Earl C. Padgett, Kansas City
Stephanie Proffitt, Irvine, CA

Patricia A. Sanchez, Oxnard, CA
Robert Sandfort, St. Charles
Katheryn Scott, Mobile, AL

Patricia Mooney Smith, Kansas City
Rob and Rita Smith, Greenland, AR
Lynda Stubblefield, Jefferson City
Adele Wilson Tahi, Tujunga, CA

Elizabeth Foster Tilton, Santa Barbara, CA
Katherine Watkins, Raymore
Louise Wolff, Orange, TX

Daniel Boone Supporters ($75+)
Millie Aulbur, Jefferson City

Heath C. Boyer, Windham, VT
Susan Iverson, Aurora, OR
Sharlene Miller, St. Joseph

William Garrett Piston, Springfield
Larry and JoAnn Steinmetz, Jefferson City

Robert W. Taylor, Columbia

Mark Twain Contributors ($50+)
Jon Bergenthal, St. Louis

Bill and Rosalie Buehrle, Jefferson City
Gene Bushmann, Jefferson City

Deborah E. Bushnell, Arcata, CA
Sandra Chan, Tucson, AZ
John Cunning, Columbia

Terry Dimond, Rollingbay, WA
Robert H. Duemler, St. Albans

Jean Ferguson, Hartsburg
James Fleming, Jefferson City

Louis Grimm, Rolla
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Guerri, Chesterfield

Carol Hemmersmeier, St. Louis
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Kenneth W. James, Columbia
Al and Doris Judy, Wright City

Crosby Kemper, Kansas City
Jonathan Kemper, Kansas City

Virginia Laas, Joplin
David & Mary Kay Linsenbardt, Jefferson City

Mary E. Long, Bend, OR
Ken Martin, Litchfield Park, AZ
Jim and Sue Mayo, Bloomfield

Patricia Mitchell-Fitzgerald, St. Louis
Ross and Rayna Moore, Apple Valley, CA

Mallory Newton, West Lafayette, IN
Karen O’Leary, Chesterfield

Nancy R. Ottinger, Jefferson City
Gwen M. Prince, Lee’s Summit

John M. Robinson III, Caledonia
Frank Rycyk, Jefferson City

Diane Schroeder, Long Beach, CA
Robert Schultz, St. Louis

Gayle Slagell, Glendale, AZ
Christine Stelloh-Garner, Huntingtown, MD

Claude Norman Strauser, Sullivan
John and Bee Sullivan, Jefferson City

Gail Thoele, St. Louis
Dorene R. Tully, Seattle, WA

Pat Walters, Monroe, OH
Dwight and Rosie Weaver, Eldon

Lewis & Clark Friends ($25+)
Kathleen Ailor, Jefferson City

Charles R. Almstedt, Houston, TX
Mary E. Athy, St. Louis

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bacon, Jefferson City
Roger and Janice Baker, Holts Summit

Lesa Barnes, Port Townsend, WA
Ron and Jean Barthels, Columbia

Alex Bartlett, Jefferson City
Judy N. Bates, Scottsdale, AZ

Joan Beem, Ventura, CA
Carolyn Bening, Jefferson City
Lois and John Bess, Tebbetts

A. Jeanne Best, Chamois
George Bocklage, Washington

Evelyn Borgmeyer, Jefferson City
Tom Borgmeyer, St. Charles

Virginia M. Brinkmann, Jefferson City
James D. Bryant, St. Charles

Ron Budnik, Chamois
William C. Burke, Jefferson City

Donald Burkel, Jefferson City
Dominic J. Capeci Jr., Springfield

Karen L. Charen, St. Simons Island, GA
Joan Clark, Springfield

Royal O. Cooper, Jefferson City
Rosemary Coplin, Sullivan
Bill T. Crawford, Columbia

Patsy Creech, Troy
Bonnie Culley, Jefferson City

Thomas Danisi, St. Louis
Cindy Jo Davis, Caseyville, IL

Lynn DePont, Huntingtown, MD
Nancy A. Dietrich, Columbia, IL
Geraldine K. Diviney, Paola, KS
Timothy D. Dollens, Columbia

Warren Dreyer, Sparks, NV
Bill Eddleman, Cape Girardeau

Rebecca Smythe Eisenman, Las Vegas, NV
Melvin Ely, Parrish, FL

Phyllis Erhart, Jefferson City
Ralph Faisst, West Bend, WI

Kathleen Farrar, St. Louis
Cheryl E. Farris, Kansas City

Jessica McCausland Fisher, Ashland, VA
Jerome Forck, Jefferson City
Kathleen Foster, Ozawkie, KS
Lynn Wolf Gentzler, Columbia

James N. Giglio, Springfield
June F. Glaser, Jefferson City

Juanita J. Godsy, Jefferson City
James Grazier, Jefferson City

Hazel Green, Belle
Rayma Grohs, Jefferson City

Thomas R. Groll Jr., St. Louis
Robert and Mary Haake, Jefferson City

Esley Hamilton, St. Louis
Lewis and Evelyn Hancock, Jefferson City

Kenneth L. Hartke, Jefferson City
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Judy K. Haselwood, Gillette, WY
John O. Hempe, Jefferson City
Martha Henderson, St. Louis
Dr. Deborah Henry, St. Louis

Ron and Gerry Hook, Jefferson City
Cleopha Howard, Jefferson City

Barbara Huddleston, Fulton
Alana Inman, Jefferson City

Thomas and Melba Inman, Newton, TX
Darrell and Ann Jackson, Lohman

Gladys L. Janoski, Bridgeton
Laura Jolley, Columbia
Nancy L. Jones, Holden

Vic and Lucille Kampeter, Jefferson City
Doris H. Kirkpatrick, Warrensburg

Joan Koechig, St. Charles
Leroy J. Korschgen, Columbia
Cleo D. Kottwitz, Columbia
Tammy Krewson, Winchester

Lee and Marge Kudrna, Jefferson City
John and Peggy Landwehr, Jefferson City

Gerald Lee, Kansas City
Bonnie Lewers, Jefferson City

Ken and Ann Littlefield, Jefferson City
Arline Lueckenotto, Jefferson City

Matt McCormack, Dexter, MI
Gary McKiddy, St. Charles
Debbie Mack, Grandview

Lorraine A. Magee, Imperial
W. J. Magruder, Kirksville

John and Franziska Malley, Jefferson City
John and Beth Marquardt, Columbia

Patrick and Marianne Mills, Jefferson City
Vicky Moellenbeck, Troy

Marsha Mott, Andover, KS
Jeanne Murphey, Glen Carbon, IL

Elizabeth Murphy, Mechanicsburg, IL
Norma Dawson Nash, Englewood, CO

Marsha Newman, Fenton
Judy Osborn-Hill, Greenville

Peggy Joyce Phillips, Jefferson City
Irma J. Plaster, California
William J. Popp, St. Peters

Betty Poucher, Jacksonville, FL

Steve Preston, Parkville
Elizabeth M. Prosser, Oklahoma City, OK

Mike and Stacey Pyle, Rapid City, SD
Terry L. Ramsey, Nevada

Ruth Randall, Albuquerque, NM
Kimberlee Ried, Kansas City
Mary Beth Ritter, St. Louis

Larry and Judith Rizner, Jefferson City
Jack Ryan, Jefferson City
Mary M. Ryan, St. Ann

Walter and Denny Ryan, Linn
Christopher and Cathy Salter, Hartsburg

Walter A. Schroeder, Columbia
Agnes Scott, Holts Summit

Ona Scott, Maryland Heights
Charles Self, Downers Grove, IL

Paula Shannon, Boonville
James R. Skain, Jefferson City
Rose M. Smith, Wurtland, KY

Wayne Smith, Kansas City
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Spies, Clarksville, MD

Stephen and Sheila Stark, Jefferson City
Mark C. Stauter, Rolla

Kathryn Tetley, Jefferson City
Sue Thomas, Kansas City

Nancy L. Thompson, Moundville
Mary A. Toney, Potosi

Carol Vaughan, Columbia
Harriet Waldo, Jefferson City
Thomas Waters, Jefferson City

Cynthia Williams, Lee’s Summit
Julie Winch, Medford, MA

Karol R. Witthar, Blue Springs
Dr. Kristin Zapalac, St. Louis
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Recent Accessions: November 2009 – January 2010
The Missouri State Archives provides this listing for the research community to advise it of recent accessions 
of state and local government records.  The reference staff at the Archives facility can provide further infor-
mation on Missouri State Archives holdings.
Accessions are listed by the amount received in cubic feet or microfilm reels, with each cubic foot equal-
ing approximately 2,750 pages of documents, and each microfilm reel containing between 1,500 and 2,500 
images per reel.
.

Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Records 

Adjutant General.
Motion Pictures.  Atomic Bomb and Radiation Effects.   ........................................ 28 16 mm. reels

Department of Economic Development.
Division of Tourism Slides.  1990-2005.   ........................................................................5 cubic ft.

Department of Health and Senior Services.
Death Certificates.  1959.   .............................................................................................13 cubic ft.

General Assembly.
Records (2009) of the Missouri House of Representatives, 95th 
 General Assembly, 1st session.   .......................................................................................2 cubic ft.

University of Missouri Press Offers Discount  
to Friends Members
The University of Missouri Press is offering a discount to individuals or organizations 
that join the Friends of the Missouri State Archives in 2010. New or renewing Friends 
members will receive 30% off of their next book purchase from the press. This generous 
offer is being extended to the Friends in order to acknowledge their dedication to the 
preservation and study of Missouri history.

Membership in the Friends of the Missouri State Archives is open to anyone interested 
in sharing the story of Missouri’s past and saving the state’s historical records for future 
generations. All donations are tax-deductible. Contributions are used to fund research 
fellowships for scholars utilizing records housed at the Missouri State Archives; edu-
cational outreach activities, such as the Thursday Evening Speaker Series and Archives 
Alive!, a history-based theatrical performance for school children; and the processing 
work necessary to preserve and make available the state’s historical documents. If you 
are interested in joining the Friends, please complete the membership form located in 
the back of this newsletter or visit the Friends website at www.friendsofmsa.org. 
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Legislative Papers.
Papers of Missouri State Senator Norma Champion (2003-2011).  2008.   ......................2 cubic ft.

Secretary of State.
Trademarks.  1994-2003.   ...............................................................................................5 cubic ft.

County and Municipal Records

Cape Girardeau County.
Court of Common Pleas.  Case Files.  April 1865-November 1870.   .................................... 8 reels

Cass County.
Probate Court.  Records.  1835-1991.   .............................................................................. 22 reels

Cedar County.
Recorder of Deeds.  Deeds.  March-August 2009.   ............................................................. 92 reels

Howell County.
Collector of Revenue.  Personal Property Taxes (1872-2000); 
 Real Estate Taxes (1872-2000).   ..................................................................................... 136 reels

Jackson County. City of Independence.
City Clerk. Death Records. 1897-1909.   .............................................................................. 3 reels

Johnson County.
Circuit Clerk.  Case Files (Civil).  1840-1880.  ...................................................................  10 reels

Laclede County.
Recorder of Deeds.  Deeds.  November 2007-March 2008.   ................................................ 7 reels

Lawrence County.
Circuit Court.  Case Files.  1862-1899.   ............................................................................. 21 reels
Recorder of Deeds.  Deeds (Miscellaneous).  March-August 2009; Deeds (Trust).   
   May-September 2009.   ...................................................................................................... 7 reels

Lincoln County. 
Probate Court.  Case Files.  May 1819-February 1861.   ..................................................... 24 reels

Macon County.
Recorder of Deeds.  Deeds.  February-July 2009.   ................................................................ 3 reels

Marion County. City of Palmyra.
City Council Minutes (1854-1919); Ordinances and Resolutions (1867-1908).  ..................  4 reels

Montgomery County.
Collector of Revenue.  Real Estate Taxes.  1900-1999.   ..................................................... 71 reels
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Donations to the Missouri State Archives 
November 2009 – January 2010

Immigration, Family History, and County Records
Dilger, Nancy P.
 Pictorial Church Directories from First Christian Church, Jefferson City, Missouri, 1981, c. 1988,  
  1991, 1999, by the First Christian Church.
Hankey, Roy W.
 The Stewarts: Ancestors and Descendants, by Roy W. Hankey.
Jackson, M. Yvonne
 Walking On: The Jackson, Brown and Allied Families, by M. Yvonne Jackson.
Mattmann, Lloyd
 Robbins Ancestry and Allied Families: England to the Colonies, 1500-2000, by Lloyd Mattmann.

Phelps County.
Missouri University of Science and Technology (Rolla).  Student Register.  1873-1922.   .......1 reel

Saint Louis City.
Probate Court.  Refusal of Letters Index (Card File).  1877-2000.   ...................................... 5 reels

Sainte Genevieve County.
Recorder of Deeds.  Deeds.  April-November 2009.  ............................................................  9 reels

Stoddard County.
Recorder of Deeds.  Deeds (Miscellaneous).  July 1973-March 1993;  
   Deeds (Trust). August 1984-June 1996.   .......................................................................... 9 reels
Recorder of Deeds.  Trust and Warranty Deeds, Marriage Licenses,  
   Military Service Records.   .............................................................................................. 135 reels

Warren County.
Recorder of Deeds.  Deeds.  July-November 2009.  .............................................................. 8 reels

Webster County. City of Seymour.
City Clerk.  City Council Minutes (1897-1904 and 1916-2006); 
 Ordinances (1904-1998).   ................................................................................................... 9 reels

Miscellaneous
Danzero, Domino.  Images documenting the family life of Domino Danzero.   
   Original images held by Missouri State University in Springfield.  ............................... 1039 items
Parks, Arnold G.  Postcard Collection.  Jefferson City.   ................................................... 151 items
St. Joseph.  City Hall/Eckel Collection.  Approximately 220 images from the 
   Eckel Architectural Firm and one painting of St. Joseph City Hall.   ................................ 3 DVDs
St. Louis Jewish Community Archives.  Cook Brothers Carriage Company.  51 images.   .....1 DVD
White River Valley Historical Society.  Powersite Dam/Camp Ozark Photo Album.   ............ 1 item
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Reilly, Catherine Alsup
 An Alsup Journey (DVD Documentary), by Catherine Alsup Reilly.
Schlup, Peter
 Transcriptions of:
 Cooper County 1880 Census
 Moniteau County 1880 Census
 Moniteau County 1900 Census
 Moniteau County Marriages, Volume 4, 1981-2000
Wyrick, Doris
 A Collection of Family Members (Family recollections from the descendants of George Washington  
  Edwards Sr., 1842-1928), by Doris Edwards Wyrick et al.

Military History
Hopper, Curtis
 The Day Dixie Died: Southern Occupation, 1865-1866, by Thomas and Debra Goodrich.
 Dissonance: The Turbulent Days between Fort Sumter and Bull Run, by David Detzer.
 Faces of the Confederacy: An Album of Southern Soldiers and Their Stories, 
   by Ronald S. Coddington.
 One Continuous Fight: The Retreat from Gettysburg and the Pursuit of Lee’s Army of  
             Northern Virginia, July 4-14, 1863, by Eric J. Whittenberg, J. David Petruzzi and  
       Michael F. Nugent.
 William Lowndes Yancey: The Coming of the Civil War, by Eric H. Walther.
Nickell, Frank
 From Farm to Front: An Innocent Goes to War, 1942-1946, by Lawrence E. Breeze.
Weant, Kenneth
 Transcriptions of:
 Missouri Enrolled Militia Infantry Regiments (St. Louis Regiments), 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 
  6th and 7th Regiments, Volume 1
 Missouri Enrolled Militia Infantry Regiments (St. Louis Regiments), 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 
   13th and 16th Regiments, Volume 2
 Missouri Enrolled Militia Infantry Regiments (St. Louis Regiments), 17th, 19th, 20th,  
  23rd and 24th Regiments, Volume 3

Missouri/United States History
Gale, Kira
 The Death of Meriwether Lewis: A Historic Crime Scene Investigation, 
   by James E. Starrs and Kira Gale.
Hopper, Curtis
 Dred Scott and the Problem of Constitutional Evil, by Mark A. Graber.
Morrow, Lynn
 History and Geography of Lake of the Ozarks, by H. Dwight Weaver.
Promenaders, LLC and Richard Stokes
 America’s Favorite Square Dancers: L.D. Keller and the Promenaders, by  
  Willie Washam and Bob Chancellor.
Southern Cherokee Indian Tribe
 Southern Cherokee Through the Years, by Darla Gene Matthews.
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Recent Additions to the Missouri  
Digital Heritage Website

The Missouri Digital Heritage Initiative is a collaborative effort that dramatically expands the amount of 
information available online about Missouri’s past. Through the Missouri Digital Heritage Initiative, the 
Missouri State Archives and the Missouri State Library, in partnership with the State Historical Society 
of Missouri, assist institutions across the state in digitizing their records and placing them online for easy 
access. This listing is provided to make researchers, teachers, students and anyone interested in Missouri his-
tory aware of the collections recently added to the website.  These collections and others can be accessed at 
www.missouridigitalheritage.com.

1951 Flood, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.
Advertising Cards, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.

Andrew Taylor Still Papers, contributed by A. T. Still University, Still National Osteopathic Museum.
Assorted Images of Kansas City, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.

Autochromes, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.
Bagnell Dam Construction Photographs, contributed by the Missouri State Archives.

Claiborne Fox Jackson, 1861, contributed by the Missouri State Archives.
Coon-Sanders Nighthawks Orchestra, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.

Education, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.
Guadalupe Center Scrapbooks, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.

Hamilton Rowan Gamble, 1861-1864, contributed by the Missouri State Archives.
Journal-Post Photographs, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.

Judge Elmo M. Hargrave Photograph Collection, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.
Kansas City Churches, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.

Kansas City Photographs, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.
Kansas City Postcards, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.

Maps, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.
Missouri County Histories, contributed by the Missouri State Library.

Native American and Western Photograph Collection, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.
Nelly Don Collection, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.

Nineteenth Century Kansas City, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.
Official Manual State of Missouri – The Blue Book, contributed by the Missouri State Archives.

Robert Askren Photograph Collection, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Kansas City, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.

South Central Business Association, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.
Thomas Clement Fletcher, 1865-1869, contributed by the Missouri State Archives.

Transportation, contributed by the Kansas City Public Library.
University of Missouri Agricultural Experiment Station Publications, contributed by the University of 

Missouri-Columbia, University Archives.
Willard Preble Hall, 1864-1865, contributed by the Missouri State Archives.
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Missouri State Archives
600 W. Main Street

Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
573.751.3280

www.sos.mo.gov/archives
archref@sos.mo.gov

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

Thursday
8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m.

Saturday
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.


