Guide to Pre-1910 Births and Deaths at the Missouri State Archives

Birth and Death records were not required to be registered in Missouri until 1910. An 1883 law allowed the State Board

of Health to provide forms to county clerks for the registration of births and deaths, but the law was repealed in 1893

due to lack of participation.

This inventory of Pre-1910 birth and death records includes all known surviving records from around the state. All

records have been added to our online database https://s1.sos.mo.gov/archives/resources/birthdeath/ unless otherwise

indicated.
COUNTY BIRTHS DEATHS COUNTY BIRTHS DEATHS
Adair 1883-1893 1883-19042 Andrew 1883-1895 1883-1893
Atchison 1883-1893 1883-18933 Audrain 1883-1886! 1883-1886!
Barry 1883-1888* 1883-1885 Barton 1883-1897 1883-1896; 99°
Bates 1883-1907%°© 1883-1893%°6 Benton 1883-1890 1883-1890
Bollinger 1883-1891 1883-1892 Boone None None
Buchanan 1883-18937 1883-18937 Butler 1883-1893 1883-1893

St. Joseph, 1891- St. Joseph, 1891- Caldwell 1840-1864° None

19098 1909% 8
Callaway 1883-18881° 1883-1888; 90%° Camden None None
Cape Girardeau 1883-1893! 1883-1893! Carroll 1883-1894 1883-1894
Carter 1883-1891; 96'¢ 1883-1891% Cass 1883-1903 1883-1903
Cedar 1883-1889 1883-1889 Chariton 1883-1887 1883-1887
Christian 1840-1904%2 1883-1887; 952 Clark 1815-193213 1883-1892
Clay 1883-1884 1883-1884 Clinton 1839-1879%4; 83-89! | 1883-1889; 95% 14
Cole 1881-1905% * 1883-1906% Cooper 1883-1894 1883-1894

Jeff City 1901-1909 Crawford 1883-18937° None
Dade 1883-1885 1883-1885 Dallas 1883-1899; 07, 2216 | 1883-19241¢
Daviess 1883-1893 1883-1893 DeKalb 1883-1887; 91-03Y7 1883-1887; 917
Dent 1883-1885 1883-1885; 078 Douglas 1886-1895; 10*° 1886-1894
Dunklin None 1883-1887%° Franklin 1826-1899% 1883-1887%
Gasconade 1828-1907% 1883-1896; 00-20%2 Gentry 1883-1910% %3 1883-1898% %3
Greene 1883-1901% %4 1883-1908% %4 Grundy 1826-1870; 83-93 1883-1892
Harrison 1883-1889 1883-1893 Henry 1883-1890% 1883-1890%
Hickory 1883-1897% 1883-1890% Holt 1883-1906% %7 1883-1890!
Howard 1883-1889; 93128 1883-1888; 91128 Howell 1883-1895 1883-1895%°
Iron 1883-1887; 96 3° 1883-1887 Jackson 1883-1892; 953! 1883-1893
Jasper 1883-18971 1883-1897% Ind., 1897-19093%?

Carthage, 1907-10% | Carthage, 1907-10% KC, 1874-190833 KC, 1874-190934
Jefferson 1883-1892 1883-1892 Johnson 1883-1893 1883-1893
Knox 1883-18933%7 1883-1886; 90-9337 Laclede 1883-1899! None
Lafayette None None Lawrence 1883-1893! 1883-1895% 38
Lewis 1883-1887 1883-1887 Lincoln 1883-1884% 1883-1884; 1900% 3°
Linn 1817-1909; 83-88 1883-1887 Livingston 1883-1891 1868; 1883-1892%
McDonald 1883-1884; 1887 None Macon 1883-1893%3 1883-1893; 1895% 43
Madison 1883-1900* 1883-1892 Maries 1883-1886% *° 1883-1884% 4
Marion 1883-1889! 1883-1894% Mercer 1878-1894% 1883-1884; 91-94%
Miller 1883-1891; 97%48 1883-1904% 48 Mississippi 1876-1917%° None
Moniteau 1883-1894! 1883-1887* Monroe 1882-1885> 1883-1885
Montgomery None None Morgan 1839-1863°%; 83-86' | 1883-18861
New Madrid None None Newton 1883-1885 1883-1885
Nodaway 1883-1893>? 1883-1893 Oregon 1883-1893 1883-1889
Osage 1883-1905% >3 1883-1893! Ozark 1884-1888; 90> 1887-1889>
Pemiscot 1883-1885> None Perry 1847-1866°%; 83-93 1883-1893
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Pettis 1883-1885 None Phelps 1883-1890°7 1883-1890
Pike 1883-1884% 8 1883-1884 Platte 16-72; 1883-1895°° 1883-1888
1899-19118
Polk 1872-1900%° 1883-1891 Pulaski None None
Putnam 1878-1907°! None Ralls 1883-1886; 92; 0752 | 1883-1886
Randolph 1883-1889; 1894; 1883-18893 Ray 1883-1890% 1883-1887
1901-19023
Reynolds 1883-1886! 1883-1886! Ripley 1883-1897 1883-1893%
St. Charles None None St. Clair 1883-1900%” 1883-1900%”
City, 1883-1885; City, 1855-1856; St. Francois 1883-1893°¢%8 1883-1891
1898-1914°% 1875; 1883-1884;
1898-1914°%
St. Louis City 1822-1908%° 1850-1908%° St. Louis County | 1883-1910 1883-1910
Ste. Genevieve 1883-1892 1883-1892 Saline 1863-717°; 83-85! 1883-1885
Schuyler 1883-1893 1883-1887; 90-91 Scotland 1883-1889 1883-1889; 90; 987*
Scott 1883-1886 1883-1886 Shannon None None
Shelby 1883-1887 1883-1887 Stoddard 1883-1887 1883-188672
Stone None None Sullivan 1835-1872; 83-9873 | 1883-189973
Taney None None Texas 1883-1890; 94% 74 1883-1890
Vernon 1883-19017° 1883-1897;01- 047° Warren 1876-18917° 1878-19007°
Washington 30-7077; 1883-1892 | 1883-189277 Wayne None None
Webster 33-68; 83-93; 0878 1883-1884 Worth 1883-1893! 1883-1893!
Wright None None

The Archives has a printed index to these records in the county book collection (in most cases we also have microfilm
and digital copies on CD).

2Adair County — the Permanent Record of Deaths book actually covers mostly 1883-1888. There were only 2 deaths

recorded for 1889, 3 for 1890, 3 for 1892, and 1 for 1904.

3Atchison County— we now have digital images of these county-level death records. They are NOT yet part of the online
database. We have an Excel spreadsheet available in-house that is searchable by name.

“Barry County — the birth records cover mostly 1883-1885 with 1 birth recorded in 1886, 5 in 1887, and 2 in 1888.

5Barton County — the death records cover 1883-1896 with only 1 death recorded in 1899.

5Bates County — the birth records cover 1883-1887 with only 1 birth recorded in 1899 and 1 in 1907. The death records
cover 1883-1887 with only 1 death recorded in 1888 and 1 in 1893.

’Buchanan County — we now have digital images of these county-level birth and death records. They are NOT yet part of
the online database. The births cover July 1883-May 1893 with only a few recorded for 1891 & 1892. The Archives has
an Excel spreadsheet that is searchable in-house.

8St. Joseph — we now have digital images of these city-level birth and death records. They are NOT yet part of the online
database. They do include a few births and deaths from outside the city and a few from out-of-state as well. A printed
index is available for the deaths only. The Archives also has an Excel spreadsheet with the death records only that is
searchable in-house. For a search of the birth records, please submit a research request.
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Caldwell County — the children of 7 families are listed in this book. The children’s dates of birth range from 1840-1864.
Surnames are Baker, Booker, Carroll, Hatfield, Sloan, Smith, and Vanhoozer. Parents’ dates of birth, death, and marriage
are often included. These births are NOT part of the online database. See microfilm reel C58925.

0Callaway County — the birth book mostly goes up to 1887, with only 4 births reported in 1888. The death book is the
same with only 2 deaths reported in 1888 and 1 in 1890.

HCarter County — these births and deaths have NOT yet been added to the online database. The births cover 1883-1891
with only 1 birth recorded in 1896 in the Permanent Record of Births. We have an Excel spreadsheet available in-house
for all Carter County births and deaths.

2Christian County — BIRTHS: there are two volumes of births for Christian County. One consists of family bible records
submitted to the county court and includes only a handful of families. Most of them are from the 1850s and 1860s, but
it does span 1840-1904. The second volume covers 1883-1887 and is the traditional Register of Births. DEATHS: these
are NOT yet part of the online database. The records cover 1883-1887 with 1 death recorded for 1895. We have an
Excel spreadsheet available in-house for research.

BBClark County — the main Register of Births and Permanent Record of Births books cover 1883-1892. There is a third
volume called “Record of Births” that is NOT part of our online database. These are delayed filings and cover 1818-1932.
There are approximately 85 filings covering 24 families. We have an Excel spreadsheet available in-house for the Record
of Births book.

14Clinton County — a volume called “Record of Births” has 17 delayed filings covering 1839-1879. The deaths include one
record for 1895.

5Cole County — births cover 1883-1889 with two recorded at the end of the book from 1881 and one from 1905.
Similarly, only a few deaths were recorded after 1889.

8Dallas County — this date range for deaths is a little deceptive. The book actually covers 1883-1892. It includes just
one death each for the years 1896, 1898, 1910 & 1924. As for births, there is one recorded for 1907 and one for 1922,
which are NOT part of the online database. Surnames are Graven and Kerlin.

7DeKalb County — the Register of Births and Stillbirths have NOT been uploaded to the database. The births cover 1883-
1887 with 5 recorded in 1891, 1 in 1893, and 1 in 1903. Similarly, the Register of Deaths has NOT been uploaded to the
database. It covers 1883-1887 with 1 recorded in 1891. We have an Excel spreadsheet available in-house for both
births and deaths.

8Dent County — the Register of Deaths includes one death recorded in 1907 (surname Hunter).

PDouglas County — the births include one recorded in 1910. There are also 7 births that appear at the end of the book
that are NOT part of the database. Surnames are Bloomer, Winmer, Elliott, Been, Pettyjohn, and Mclimsy.

2Dunklin County — the Register of Deaths book no longer survives, and the Archives does NOT have it available on
microfilm, CD, or in our database. However, we do have a printed transcription of the record book on the county shelf.

ZEranklin County — most of these births cover 1883-1887. There is another book called Record of Births that covers
1825-1899, but there are very few records included and cover probably no more than 20 families. The Register of

Deaths covers 1883-1886 with only one death recorded for 1887.

22Gasconade County — a majority of these birth records cover 1883-1890. Volume 1 of the birth register books covers
1828-1907, but includes very few records. The Register of Deaths includes one death for 1901. There is another book
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called County Court Death Records on reel #C47007 that includes deaths from 1900-1920. These are NOT part of the
online database. (Those records from 1910-1920 may also be found in the post-1910 death certificate database.)

BGentry County — the Permanent Record of Deaths covers mostly 1883-1893, but there is 1 death recorded for 1898.
Births cover 1883-1893, with only one birth recorded for the years 1895, 1896*, 1898, 1899, 1902, 1904, 1905, and
1910*. *These two (surnames Chitten and Magee) are NOT in the database.

24Greene County — the Register of Births covers mostly 1883-1891 with one birth recorded in 1892, 1894, 1895 and
1901. The birth for 1894 (surname Burnell) is NOT in the database. The death books cover 1883-1891 with two deaths
recorded in 1895 and 1896 and one in 1901, 1902, 1904 and 1908.

Henry County — we have a printed abstract of birth and death records from 1883-1890 on the county shelf. The births
are for surnames beginning with A & B only; deaths cover A-Z. These were copied from various issues of The Prairie
Gleaner. Asfar as we know, the original records no longer exist. These are NOT part of the online database.

%Hickory County — the Register of Stillbirths (1883-1891) is NOT part of the online database. The Register of Deaths
covers 1883-1887 with one record from 1888 and one from 1890. The beginning of the Register of Deaths book includes
several typed pages of birth dates and death dates obtained from tombstones moved (from or to?) Pomme de Terre in
1960. These are NOT part of the online database and the dates are widespread.

2’Holt County — the Permanent Record of Births includes 53 births recorded for 1893, four for 1890, and one for 1892,
1905 & 1906 that are NOT part of the online database. We have an Excel spreadsheet available in-house for these. The
rest of the book and the Register of Births cover mostly 1883-1889.

BHoward County — the Deaths cover 1883-1887 with one death recorded for 1888 and one for 1891. Births cover 1883-
1889 with two recorded in 1893.

PHowell County — the Permanent Record of Deaths and Register of Deaths cover 1883-1894 with only 1 death reported
for 1895. The 1895 death (surname Brown) is NOT in the online database.

31ron County — births cover 1883-1887 with only one reported in 1896.
31Jackson County — the birth records cover 1883-1892 with only 3 births recorded for 1895.

3Independence deaths — these records are NOT part of the online database. They cover June 1897 through December
1909. These records are in the form of certificates, burial permits, and railroad transit permits. We have an Excel
spreadsheet available in-house.

$Kansas City births — not all of these records have been added to our online database. Submit a research request for us
to search. Pages 5-29 of the births cover August 1874 through November 1875. Only 2 births are recorded for 1876,
and then the book picks up again from July 1879 through April 1880. (Note: these pages are out of order and occur
after page 364 of Volume A.) Pages 30-218 are not part of our collection. The book picks up again on page 219 with
May 1887 and continues through December 1889. Volume D of Kansas City births begins with February 1904 and ends
with August 1908.

34Kansas City deaths — not all of these records have been added to our online database. Submit a research request for us
to search. We do have a printed index on the county shelf for deaths from 1874-1898. The first volume of deaths (on
reel C19509) covers August 1874-June 1875. Then it jumps to June 1879 and continues through December 1897. The
second volume (C19510) covers January 1899 through December 1909. The last 28 pages of the book cover out-of-state
“foreign” deaths from April 1890 through December 1898.

% Jasper County — the Register of Deaths covers 1883-1892 with only 3 deaths for 1893 and 2 for 1894, 1895, & 1897.
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%There is a Register of Deaths and a Register of Births recorded with the Carthage City Clerk that cover October 1907-
January 1910. These records are NOT part of our online database. We have an Excel spreadsheet available in-house for
these.

37Knox County — the death books cover 1883-1886 and pick up again from 1890-1893, but there are very few entries for
either time span. The births cover mostly 1883-1886 and pick up again from 1890-1893. There are also three stillbirths
recorded for 1887 and one for 1888.

38 awrence County — deaths cover mainly 1883-1887 with 1 death recorded in 1888, 6 for 1889, none for 1890 or 1891,
and one for 1892 and 1895.

3Lincoln County — the Register of Deaths shows 3 deaths for 1900. We do not have a copy of the Birth Register or
Permanent Record of Births. All we have is a printed transcription on the county shelf. These transcriptions are NOT
part of the online database.

“0Linn County — we have a printed abstract & microfilm (C3989) of early births from 1817-1909, but it is a relatively small
list (18 surnames) and they ARE in the database. Otherwise, births cover 1883-1888.

“Livingston County — the series of death certificates on C33802 contains one certificate from 1868 (surname Clauges),
otherwise the records cover 1883-1892.

“2McDonald County — the birth records cover 1883-1884 with only 7 births recorded in 1887.

3Macon County — the Register of Deaths covers 1883-1893 with one death reported for 1895. There is one affidavit of
birth for someone born in 1888 whose sister was born in 1870 and parents in 1846 and 1848 (surname Griffin).

4Madison County — the Register of Births covers 1883-1893 with 4 births recorded in 1894 and one in 1895, 1898, and
1900. There is one 1892 death (surname Richardson) that is not in the online database.

*Maries County — there are only 2 % pages of births, only one of which is for 1884 (the rest are 1883). The Register of
Deaths contains only 9 entries. Paper copies of birth reports (1883-1886) and death reports (1884) returned by Dr. Wm.
M. Bowles are in the Maries County vertical file.

“Marion County — the Register of Deaths covers 1883-1889 with 1 death each for 1890 & 1894, and 2 for 1893. The
book continues with deaths recorded for 1927-1930, but these are likely duplicated with state death certificates.

4’"Mercer County — birth records cover 1883-1887 with 2 for 1891, 1 for 1893, 6 for 1894, and 1 for 1878. Death records
cover 1883-1884 with 1 recorded for 1891, 1 for 1893, and 3 for 1894.

*Miller County — the births cover 1883-1891 with 2 recorded for 1897. Deaths cover 1883-1889 with 1 reported in
1892, 1894, 1896, 1898, 1902, & 1904 and 4 in 1897.

*Mississippi County — these birth records are actually adoption records for 19 children. We have an Excel spreadsheet
available in-house that can be searched by name.

0Monroe County — the Permanent Record of Births includes one birth recorded in 1882 (surname Christian); the rest of
the book covers 1883-1885.

5IMorgan County — there is a book called Record of Births that contains birth records for 15 different families from 1839-
1863. Only SOME of these are in the database. We have an Excel spreadsheet available in-house for searching.
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>2Nodaway County — both volumes of the Permanent Record of Births contain multiple entries for births from 1925-
1931. These are CLOSED records.

330sage County — the Register of Births covers 1883-1895 with one birth recorded in 1898 and one in 1905.

540zark County — there is no Register of Deaths and the Permanent Record of Deaths only contains 6 entries (surnames
Bunell, Greggs, Johnson, McKy, Pernell, and Ward). The Permanent Record of Births only contains 1 entry (Davis). The
Register of Births contains just 12 pages of entries from 1884-1888 and the Register of Stillbirths contains 1 additional
entry from 1890.

S5pemiscot County — there is only one entry for 1885 (surname Hicks); the rest of the book covers 1883-1884.
6perry County — there are 4 pages of early (1847-1866) births recorded in the Record of Births book.

>’Phelps County — there are a handful of birth affidavits attached to the Permanent Record of Births that are not
included in the online database. We have an Excel spreadsheet available in-house for these.

8pjke County — For 1883-1884: we now have digital images of these death records. They are NOT yet part of the online
database. In addition, we now have a two-page Register of Stillbirths that is NOT part of the online database. We have
an Excel spreadsheet available in-house for both the Permanent Record of Deaths and the Register of Stillbirths.
- The City of Louisiana has a death register for 1899-1911. Digital images are available but these have not yet
been indexed.

>9Platte County — there is a small two-page Record of Births that contains records for just a handful of families from
1816-1872. The Register of Births covers 1883-1888 with one birth recorded in 1894 and three recorded for 1895. No
births are recorded for 1889-1893.

80polk County — there is a book that only has one page filled out in it that recorded births for 7 families from 1872-1900.
These records are NOT part of the database. We have an Excel spreadsheet available in-house for these births. The
other birth record books for this county cover 1883-1891 and are online.

51pytnam County — Birth records jump around quite a bit for this county. There are some recorded for 1878. Then the
bulk of the records covers 1883-1884 and 1887-1891. After 1891, there are some records covering 1892-1907, but they
are fairly random.

62Ralls County — the Register of Births covers 1883-1886 with one birth recorded for 1907 (actually it’s an out-of-state
birth for Michigan). The Permanent Record of Births covers 1883-1884 with only 5 births recorded for 1885, 1 for 1886,
and 3 for 1892.

8Randolph County — these books have NOT yet been uploaded to our database. There were two births reported for
1894, otherwise the book covers 1883-1887 with a few entries for 1888 and 1889. We have an Excel spreadsheet
available in-house for both the birth and death registers. Also have an Excel spreadsheet available in-house for births in
Moberly from July 1901-October 1902.

84Ray County — the births cover 1883-1889 with only 1 stillbirth reported for 1890.

%Ripley County — the deaths cover 1883-1892 with only one reported for 1893; there are not very many for 1890-1892.
66St. Charles City — these city-level births and deaths are NOT part of the online database. The birth records cover 1898-

1914 with only 4 births recorded for 1883, 5 for 1884, and 1 for 1885. Death records cover 1855-1914 with only 1 death
for 1855, 1 for 1856, 1 for 1875, 4 deaths recorded for 1883 and 5 for 1884. The rest of the death records span 1898-
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1914. Most of the 1910-1914 deaths also have a corresponding death certificate. We now have an Excel spreadsheet
available in-house for both the birth and death registers.

67St. Clair County — births cover 1883-1893 with only a handful reported after 1893. Deaths cover mainly 1883-1891
with a few scattered records afterward.

68St. Francois County — the Register of Births covers 1883-1885. The Register of Stillbirths covers 1883-1891. Only the
Permanent Record of Births covers 1883-1893.

89St. Louis City — our database has only some of these records abstracted online. If you cannot find a record in our
database, send us an e-mail and let us know who you are looking for. We have a CD in our collection made by the St.
Louis Genealogical Society that indexed most of the pre-1910 St. Louis City and County death records. The CD gives this
further information:

e “11 February 1860-9 May 1860: no known records were kept during this transition period from deaths
recorded by cemeteries to deaths reported by doctors/undertakers.

e “26 February 1907—-29 February 1908: there is one death register, (volume 51), which was missed on
both microfilmings. It does exist at St. Louis City Hall, but is not available to the general public.

e “26 March 1904-31 March 1907 and 1 October 1908-30 December 1908: volumes 1 and 3 of the
Juvenile Death Records have not been microfilmed. The originals are at City Hall.

e “1July 1875-7 December 1875 and 1 January 1896—28 February 1905: deaths outside the city, volumes
1 and 3, have not been microfilmed. The originals are at City Hall.”

It is also important to note that the Archives has an in-house Excel spreadsheet available for the first volume of St. Louis
birth records, which begins in 1822. Most of the records date from the 1850s-1870s. Staff can check this spreadsheet
for all St. Louis City & County births from 1822-1870. For post-1870 births, please submit a research request.

70Saline County — we have a printed abstract of births for Saline County from 1863-1871 in Missouri Pioneers Vol. 10 p.
35. Only a few births were recorded. None of these records is in our online database.

"IScotland County — the deaths cover 1883-1889 with only 1 recorded in 1890 and 1 in 1898; in fact, the 1898 death
looks like it was actually for Clark County, but it appears here in the Scotland County Permanent Record of Deaths.

2Stoddard County — the death records have NOT been uploaded to the database yet. We have an Excel spreadsheet
available in-house for these.

3Sullivan County — this early birth record book (1835-1872) contains births for only a handful of families. The Register of
Births contains 1 birth recorded for 1895, 1897, & 1898. Otherwise, the birth records cover 1883-1891. The Permanent
Record of Deaths contains 2 entries for 1890 and 1 for 1897, 1898 & 1899. Otherwise, the death records cover 1883-
1887.

7*Texas County — births cover 1883-1890 with 1 reported in 1894. In addition to finding these births online, we also have
an in-house Excel spreadsheet that should be checked as it has about 100 more entries than the online database.

>Vernon County — births and deaths cover mostly 1883-1893 with a few scattered records from 1894-1901 for births
and 1894-1903 for deaths.

’®Warren County — births cover 1883-1889 with 1 birth recorded for 1891, 2 for 1876, 1 for 1878, and 1 for 1881. Deaths
cover 1883-1889 with only 1 to 4 recorded for each of 1890-1900 and 1 for 1878.

"Washington County — the Permanent Record of Deaths contains many deaths recorded for 1974-1976. These records
are closed. The book covers mostly 1883-1886 with a few scattered entries up to 1892. There are also quite a few
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African-American births recorded in the Marriage Record Book on #C6840 which are NOT part of the online database.
The births cover the 1830s through 1870, and the dates are not always recorded; sometimes it just lists their ages, other
times no date at all. We have an Excel spreadsheet available in-house for these births.

BWebster County — these early births (1833-1868) were recorded for only 17 families on pages 520-525 of the Marriage
Book Vol. 1. There is also one birth recorded for 1908 (surname Bollinger) in the Permanent Record of Births. Finally,

the Register of Births covers 1883-1888 and 1891-1893.

°Crawford County — Birth and Stillbirths and Permanent Record of Births were located in the courthouse in 2024 and
brought in for scanning. Not yet indexed.
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