

















performance or nonperformance of any act or duty pertaining to my office, other than the compensation allowed by
law.” The oath shall be administered in the halls of the general assembly [respective houses] to the members thereof,
by a judge of the supreme court or a circuit court, or after the organization by the presiding officer of the general
assembly [either house,] and shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state. Any [senator or representative]
member refusing to take said oath or affirmation shall be deemed to have vacated her or his office, and any member
convicted of having violated his oath or affirmation shall be deemed guilty of perjury, and be forever disqualified
from holding any office of trust or profit in this state.

Section 16. Members of the general assembly [Senators and representatives] shall receive from the state treasury as
salary such sums as are provided by law. No law fixing the compensation of members of the general assembly shall
become effective until the first day of the regular session of the general assembly next following the session at
which the law was enacted. Upon certification by the president and secretary of the [senate and by the speaker and
chief clerk of the house of representatives] general assembly as to the respective members thereof, the state
comptroller shall audit and the state treasurer shall pay such compensation without legislative enactment. Until
otherwise provided by law members of the general assembly [senators and representatives] shall receive one dollar
for every ten miles traveled in going to and returning from their place of meeting while the legislature is in session,
on the most usual route.

Until otherwise provided by law, each member of the general assembly [senator or representative] shall be
reimbursed from the state treasury for the actual and necessary expenses incurred by him in attending sessions of the
general assembly in the sum of ten dollars ($10.00) per day for each day on which the journal of the general
assembly [senate or house respectively] shows the presence of such member [senator or representative]. Upon
certification by the president and secretary of the general assembly [senate and by the speaker and chief clerk of the
house of representatives] as to the respective members thereof, the state comptroller shall approve and the state
treasurer shall pay monthly such expense allowance without legislative enactment.

Section 17. Until otherwise provided by law, the general assembly [house of representatives shall not employ more
than one hundred twenty-five and the senate] shall not employ more than two hundred [seventy-five] employees
elective, appointive or any other at any time during any session.

Section 18. The general assembly [Each house] shall appoint its own officers; shall be sole judge of the
qualifications, election and returns of its own members; may determine the rules of its own proceedings, except as
herein provided; may arrest and punish by fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, or imprisonment in a county jail
not exceeding ten days, or both, any person not a member, who shall be guilty of disrespect to the house by any
disorderly or contemptuous behavior in its presence during its sessions; may punish its members for disorderly
conduct; and, with the concurrence of two-thirds of all members elect, may expel a member; but no member shall be
expelled a second time for the same cause.

Section 19. (a) Members of the general assembly [Senators and representatives] shall, in all cases except treason,
felony, offenses under this Article, or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during the session of the general
assembly, and for the fifteen days next before the commencement and after the termination of each session; and they
shall not be questioned for any speech or debate in either house in any other place.

(b) Legislative records shall be public records and subject to generally applicable state laws governing public access
to public records, including the Sunshine Law. Legislative records include, but are not limited to, all records, in
whatever form or format, of the official acts of the general assembly, of the official acts of legislative committees, of
the official acts of members of the general assembly, of individual legislators, their employees and staff, of the
conduct of legislative business and all records that are created, stored or distributed through legislative branch
facilities, equipment or mechanisms, including electronic. Each member of the general assembly is the custodian of
legislative records under the custody and control of the member, their employees and staff. The chief clerk of the
house or the secretary of the senate are the custodians for all other legislative records relating to the house and the
senate, respectively.

(c) Legislative proceedings, including committee proceedings, shall be public meetings subject to generally
applicable law governing public access to public meetings, including the Sunshine Law. Open public meetings of
legislative proceedings shall be subject to recording by citizens, so long as the proceedings are not materially
disrupted.

Section 20. The general assembly shall meet on the first Wednesday after the first Monday in January following
each general election. The general assembly may provide by law for the introduction of bills during the period
between the first day of December and the first Wednesday after the first Monday of January.

The general assembly shall reconvene on the first Wednesday after the first Monday of January after adjournment at
midnight on May thirtieth of the preceding year. [A majority of the elected members of each house] Members of the
general assembly holding a majority of the proxies that have been assigned to members of the general assembly
shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may compel the
attendance of absent members in such manner and under such penalties as each house may provide. The sessions of
the general assembly [each house] shall be held with open doors, except in cases which may require secrecy but not
including the final vote on bills, resolutions and confirmations. [Neither house shall, without the consent of the
other, adjourn for more than ten days at any one time, nor to any other place than that in which the two houses may
be sitting. ]




Section 20(a). The general assembly shall adjourn at midnight on May thirtieth until the first Wednesday after the
first Monday of January of the following year, unless it has adjourned prior thereto. All bills [in either house]
remaining on the calendar after 6:00 p.m. on the first Friday following the sccond Monday in May are tabled. The
period between the first Friday following the second Monday in May and May thirticth shall be devoted to the
enrolling, engrossing, and the signing in open session by officers of the General Assembly [respective houses] of
bills passed prior to 6:00 p.m. on the first Friday following the second Monday in May.

The general assembly shall automatically stand adjourned sine die at 6:00 p.m. on the sixticth calendar day after the
date of its convening in special session unless it has adjourned sine die prior thereto.

Section 20(b). Upon the filing with the secretary of state of a petition stating the purpose for which the session is to
be called and signed by members of the general assembly holding a cumulative total of proxies constituting a
majority of the total number of proxies held by all members of the general assembly [three-fourths of the members
of the senate and three-fourths of the members of the house of representatives, the president pro tem of the scnate
and the speaker of the house shall by joint proclamation] the presiding member of the general assembly shall
convene the general assembly in special session. The proclamation shall state specifically cach matter contained in
the petition on which action is deemed necessary. No appropriation bill shall be considered in a special session
convened pursuant to this section if in that year the general assembly has not passed the operating budget in
compliance with Section 25 of this article.

The general assembly shall automatically stand adjourned sine die at 6:00 p.m. on the thirtieth calendar day after the
date of its convening in special session under this section unless it has adjourned sine die prior thereto.

Section 20(d). If any provision of sections 2, 3, 12. or 13(c) [7, 19, or 20(c)] or the application thereof to anyone or
to any circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of those provisions and the application of such provisions to
others or other circumstances shall not be affected thereby.

Section 21. The style of the laws of this state shall be: “Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of
Missouri, as follows.” No law shall be passed except by bill, and no bill shall be so amended in its passage through
the general assembly [either house] as to change its original purpose. [Bills may originate in either house and may
be amended or rejected by the other]. Every bill shall be read by title on three different days in the general assembly
[each house].

Section 22. Every bill shall be referred to a committee of the house in which it is pending.

After it has been referred to a committee, [one-third of] the elected members of the respective houses by a vote of
one-third or more shall have power to relieve a committee of further consideration of a bill and place it on the
calendar for consideration. Each committee shall keep such record of its proceedings as is required by rule of the
respective houses and this record and the recorded vote of the members of the committee shall be filed with all
reports on bills.

Each house of the general assembly may provide by rule for such committees of that house as it deems necessary to
meet to consider bills or to perform any other necessary legislative function during the interim between the session
ending on the thirtieth day of May and the session commencing on the first Wednesday after the first Monday of
January.

Section 32. Every bill presented to the governor and returned with his objections shall stand as reconsidered in the
house to which it is returned. If the governor returns any bill with his objections on or after the fifth day before the
last day upon which a session of the general assembly may consider bills, the general assembly shall automatically
reconvene on the first Wednesday following the second Monday in September for a period not to exceed ten
calendar days for the sole purpose of considering bills returned by the governor. The objections of the governor shall
be entered upon the journal and the house shall proceed to consider the question pending, which shall be in this
form: “Shall the bill pass, the objections of the governor thereto notwithstanding?’” The vote upon this question
shall be taken by yeas and nays and if [two-thirds of the clected members of the house vote] a majority of the votes
are in the affirmative the presiding officer of the general assembly [that house] shall certify that fact on the roll,
attesting the same by her or his signature [, and send the bill with the objections of the governor to the other house,
in which like proceedings shall be had in relation thereto]. The bill thus certified shall be deposited in the office of
the secretary of state as an authentic act and shall become a law.




