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NOTICE: The proposed amendment revises Article VIII of the Constitution by adopting six new Sections to be known
as Article VIII, Sections 8,9, 10, 12, 13, and 14.

Be it resolved by the people of the state of Missouri that the Constitution be amended:

Section A. Article VIII of the Constitution is revised by adopting six new Sections to be known as Article VIII, Sections
8,9,10, 12, 13, and 14 to read as follows:

Section 8. Ballot titles for ballot measures, whether proposed by the General Assembly. or through citizen initiative or
referendum. shall be unbiased, fair, and sufficient and to the extent possible shall only include language found in the
proposed measure.

Section 9. 1. The chair of the county committee, or the city committee of a city not within a county. of each established
political party with a candidate on the ballot shall have the exclusive right to designate an observer for any polling
place on any day in which votes are being cast who may be present until all ballots are cast, and an observer for each
location at which absentee ballots or ballots cast on election day are counted, who may be present while the ballots are
being prepared for counting and counted and may remain until all ballots are counted. No later than four business days
before the election. the chair shall provide signed designation forms with the names of the designated observers to the
local election authority for confirmation of eligibility to serve as an observer. The local election authority shall sign
off on the designation forms. unless the observer is found not to have the qualifications established by subsection 3 of
this section. If the election authority determines that an observer does not meet the qualifications of subsection 3 of
this section. the election authority shall notify the designating party chair and such chair may designate a replacement
observer and provide the local election authority with the name of the replacement observer before 5:00 p.m. of the
Monday preceding the election. The designating chair may substitute observers, who meet the qualifications of
subsection 3. at his or her discretion before 5:00 pm on the Monday preceding the election.

2. An independent candidate shall also have the right to designate an observer in the same manner as each political
party. except should more than one independent candidate appear on the ballot the independent candidates shall agree
on a single observer per polling place or location referenced in subsection 1 of this section.

3. All persons selected as observers shall only be required to have the same qualifications required by law for election
judges.

4. In a nonpartisan election, each nonpartisan candidate on the ballot shall have the right to designate an observer in
the same manner as each political party for each polling place or location at which such candidate appears on the ballot,
except should more than three nonpartisan candidates appear on the ballot. the nonpartisan candidates shall agree on
no more than two observers per polling place or location referenced in subsection 1 of this section. The General
Assembly shall enact laws to provide for procedures to carry out this subsection.

5. For purposes of this section. “observer” shall mean a watcher. challenger. or observer of an election as provided by
law.

Section 10. 1. Prior to the certification of the election results, each election authority shall. at a minimum. undertake a
manual audit of randomly selected precincts which shall equal the greater of: 5% of all election precincts within the
election authority’s jurisdiction, one precinct, or any number required by law. No such audit shall be performed.
conducted. or overseen by any non-governmental entity. All ballots cast at such election by qualified registered voters
in_such precincts shall be subject to the manual audit. The manual audit shall be open to the public. be completed
within fourteen (14) days of the conclusion of the election. and results from the manual audit shall be publicly available
within two (2) days after its completion. If. based on the manual audit, the election authority finds evidence of errors
in the original tabulation that would change the result of anv election or exceed a threshold established by law. the
manual audit shall be converted to a full and binding manual recount of all ballots in that election. At least once every
four vears. each election authority shall file a written report. including documentation, with the secretary of state
demonstrating that the election authority conducted at a minimum the manual audit required in this section. Such report
shall be a public record.

Section 12. 1. All established political parties in the state shall have a right to have their designated nominees appear
on the general election ballot. For purposes of this Section, “established political party” shall mean a political party
which, at either of the last two general elections, polled for one of its candidates for any statewide office more than
two percent of the entire vote cast for the office.

2. Any group of persons desiring to form a new political party throughout the state. which shall include being formed
for all districts and counties in which the party may have nominations. shall file a petition with the secretary of state
which shall be signed by at least ten thousand registered voters of the state obtained at large.

3. All established political parties in the state will retain their established political party status unless such party at any
two consecutive general elections fails to poll for a candidate for any statewide office more than two percent of the
entire vote cast for the office.

4. Any person desiring to be an independent candidate for anv state or federal office to be filled by voters, shall file a
petition with the secretary of state. Any person desiring to be an independent candidate for any county office shall file




a petition with the election authority of the county. If an independent candidate is to be nominated for a statewide
office, the petition shall be signed by at least ten thousand registered voters of the state. If the independent candidate
is to be nominated for a district or county office, the petition shall be signed by the number of registered voters in the
district or county which is equal to at least two percent of the total number of voters who voted at the last general
election for candidates for the office being sought or is equal to ten thousand voters, whichever is less.

Section 13. In any party primary election, each registered voter shall be entitled to receive the ballot of one and only
one political party. Each registered voter who participates in a party primary shall be entitled to vote on all questions
and for any nonpartisan candidates submitted by political subdivisions and special districts at the primary election.
Each registered voter who does not wish to participate in a party primarv may vote on all questions and for any
nonpartisan candidates submitted by a political subdivision or special district at the primary election. For purposes of
this Section “nonpartisan candidate™ shall mean a candidate who is not a candidate of anv political party and who is
running for an office for which party candidates mayv not run.

Section 14. If any portion, clause, or phrase of this Amendment is. for any reason. held to be invalid or unconstitutional
in a final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction. the remaining portions. clauses. and phrases shall not be
affected. but shall remain in full force and effect.




