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To the Honorable Denny Hoskins, Secretary of State for the state of Missouri
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signad this page of the foregoing petition, and each of them signed his or her name thereto in my presence: | beligve that each has stated his or her name registered voling address and city. town or village correctly, and that each signer is a registered voter of the state of Missoun and
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Be it resolved by the people of the state of Missouri that the Constitution be amended:

Article 111 of the Constitution is revised by adding nine new sections to be known as Article 111, Sections 54, 55,
56, 57, 58,59, 60, 61, and 62 to read as follows:

Section 54.

Ballot titles shall be unbiased. clear, accurate, and easy to understand. They shall not be misleading. No current
or future law passed by the legislature shall prevent the circuit court or appellate courts, including the supreme
court, from immediately adjudicating and rewriting ballot titles in whole or in part.

Section 55

I. The legislature shall be prohibited from weakening citizens’ initiative or referendum powers: no law passed
by the legislature and no legislatively-referred constitutional amendment shall weaken citizens’ initiative or
referendum powers, notwithstanding sections 2(a) and 2(b) of Article XII of this Constitution, section | of
Article 111 of this Constitution, and any other provision of law or of this Constitution to the contrary. The phrase
“weaken citizens” initiative or referendum powers™ shall be construed broadly. examples thereol including, but
not being limited to, raising signature thresholds; shortening the time allowed for signature collection:
narrowing allowable subject matter; imposing additional requirements on petitioners: preventing or delaying
judicial revision of misleading ballot titles; prohibiting or nullifying severability clauses in initiated measures:
rendering a simple statewide majority of votes cast on the measure insufficient to enact a law or constitutional
amendment proposed by citizen initiative, or otherwise impeding or restricting citizens’ powers of initiative or
referendum.

Section 56.

1. As of the cllu,l:vc lell., oI thla section, the Icumlalu: shall be prohibited hom changing any ulm,n mllmlc,d
law, changi y ated amendment, or pass oposing, or referr ; s ;
amendment similar in cﬂcul to a law rejected by lclucndum petition, except by a vote of three fourths of the
House and Senate, notwithstanding any provision of law or this Constitution to the contrary.

2. For the purposes of this section, a “citizen-initiated law” is delined to be a law that the people have proposed

and cmu,lcd by lhc mumllvc IFor Llu, muposu of this section, a uu/cn initiated amendment” is delined to be

or citizen-initiated amendment means passing, proposing, or relerring a law or constitutional amendment which,
il enacted, would modify, repeal. supersede, or undermine any part of a citizen-initiated law or citizen-initiated
amundmml W hulhcl L\I)llL]l]Y or by implication. For the pur nosu of this section, a law “n:luuul by

aw whic s
hy way of a referendum ordered by petition. For the purposes of this section, by a vote of three fourths of the

House and Senate” shall mean at least three fourths of the members of the House and at least three fourths of
lhc members of the Senate each separately approve.
. This section shall be construed to protect laws and Lm]slllullond] pr t}\*hlons Ll'l;.lLlLd by citizen lI]IlIdlIVL aller
; 2010. This section sl St 3 5 S >

referendum petition alter January 1. 2010.

4. This section shall not be construed to deprive any member of the legislature of the right to introduce any bill
or measure, but passage or referral thereol by this legislature is subject to the prohibitions and requirements of
this section.

Section 57, Notwithstanding other provision of law or of this stitution to the contrar

signature and vote requirements shall be maintained. as follows: a simple statewide majority of votes cast on the
measure by individual legal voters shall be sufficient to enact any law or constitutional amendment proposed by
lmlmlm_ nLlIlIOII a smm]c sldluwdc mamnly of volu. cast on the measure by mdlwdual ]-.,Lal vol-.n shall be

percent of the individual legal voters in each of two-thirds of Missouri’s congressional districts shall be

suflicient to propose a law: signatures from eight percent of the individual legal voters in each ol two-thirds of
Missouri’s congressional districts shall be sufficient to propose a constitutional amendment; signatures from

five n-.,u.l.,nl ol the lntll\’ldlml [t,gdl voters in each nl lwu thirds ol Mtssoun s congressional districts shall be

provision of law to the contrary, any law or constitutional amendment referred to voters by petition shall be
decided when approved or rejected by a majority of the votes cast thercon, and not otherwise.

Section 58. The lC*’]‘sldlll[L‘ shall be DI ohibited ltom 10!011 INg a measure lo chDL‘cll on a bd“[)l less than mu,

XII. Notwithstanding the foregoing, for laws or pr ()nnxul constitutional amendments referred or proposed by
the legislature, if the legislature makes an express finding by roll call vote that an election sooner than one
hundred twenty days is necessary for the protection of the peace, protection of state or local governmental
finances, or another bona fide emergency, then an election may be held sooner than one hundred twenty days
after the measure or proposal is delivered to the secretary of state. The express finding shall be subject to de
novo judicial review. Any citizen shall have standing to bring an action challenging the express (inding and the
timing of the election.




Section 59. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the secretary of state shall make a determination on the
sufficiency of the petition and issue a certificate of sulficiency or insulliciency for an initiative or referendum

ncllllon not Lllu than 5:00 p.m. nn the fourteenth qudav nno: to the uuncml clection, xuhwu to aubau_lmn 3

insufficiency.

Section 60.

I. Notwithstanding the signature requirements set forth in sections 50 and 55 of this Article for initiative
petitions, and as an dIlL‘Indl]\’L‘ Lo lhmu, IL.LILIIIL‘mLI'IlH it shall be HI.I”ILILI][ for a petition ]‘nopnsmu dl]

amendm
to be signed by 125.000 such voters. so long as both types of petitions are signed by at least 2,500 legal voters

in cach congressional district in the state.

2. Notwithstanding the signature requirements sct forth in sections 52(a) and 55 of this Article for referendum
petitions, and as an d]ll.‘ll‘ldll\«'L to those requirements, Il '~.hd|| be sufficient for a referendum petition to be signed
by 125.000 legal voters in the state so long as such p is signed by at least 2,500 legal voters in each
congressional distr 1c,l in the state.

3. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution or law to the contrary. for petitions using the
signature requirements set forth in this section only, if the secretary ol state finds a petition insuflicient for
lacking a sufficient number of valid signatures needed in any one or more congressional districts, and the
number lacking is no more than two percent of the minimum number of valid signatures needed in the
applicable congressional districts, then the secretary of state shall notily the proponent of the specific deficiency
in each applicable congressional district by or before 5:00 p.m. ol the fourteenth Tuesday prior to the general

c!cumn dnd the HCLIleI y of state shall accept additional signature ¢ pages for the apnllcahlu wm,n,ssmnal

{inal certificate setting forth whether or not the petition contains a sufficient number of valid signatures to
comply with this Constitution.
4. Ihc total vote for governor ‘11 the general ch.(.lmn last preceding the [|I1ns_ ol any Illllldll\'c or u,lul.ndum

signatures or votes required. the lower shall be suflicient.

Section 61. Sections 54, 55, 56. 57, 58. 59, and 60 are self-executing and shall be construed to stronely protect
the citizens” powers ol initiative and referendum, all political power being vested in the people and founded
O ir will o

Scction 62. If any provision of Sections 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59. 60, and 61 or the application thercol to anvone or
to any circumstance is held invalid, the tumnndu nl those provisions and the application of such provisions to
others or other circumstances shall not be aftfected thereby.




