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Be it resolved by the people of the state of Missouri that the Constitution be amended:

Article T1T of the Constitution is revised by adopting nine new sections to be known as Sections 54, 55, 56, 57,
58, 59, 60, 61 and 62 to read as follows:

Scetion S

I Ballot summarics shall be clear, unbiased. fair, accurate. and casy to understand. as provided in this section.

2. Official ballot summaries, including the summary statement and fiscal note summary. for any law or
constitutional amendment proposed by initiative petition. or any law to be rejected by referendum petition, or

any_ law or L()ll‘-lllllll()nd| amendment referred or pr omsu.i by lhc lcgislature, shall be :,0111|1Icu,|v clear,

sial ballo
summaries shall not be misleading. and shall correctly and fairly express the true intent and meaning of the
measure and shall unambiguously state the principle of the provision sought to be added. amended, or repealed.
Such official ballot summaries shall use language from the full text of the measure or proposal when doing so
does not impede compliance with the remainder of this subsection.

the supreme court, from immediately adjudicating and rewriting ballot summaries in whole or in part,

4. Notwithstanding any provision of law or of this Constitution to the contrary. a challenge to an official ballot
summary for an initiative petition may not be brought after the election on the measure.

5. Notwithstanding any provision of law or of this Constitution to the contrary, an initiative or referendum
petition that has been approved for circulation in accordance with the law may be circulated by petition
circulators and signed by any registered voter in the state of Missouri using the ballot summary laneuage that is
certified for use at that time.

6. Notwithstanding any provision of law or of this Constitution to the contrary, if a ballot summary for an
mllldlwc or refer Lndum mutlon hds not yet bu.,n LCI‘lI[ILd a Dn,lllion may be L]ILLI]dlL(] bv Dcllllon LIILIILIIOI%

licu of a ballot summary, Once an oflicial ballot summary has been certified, it shall be affixed to cach page of
the petition circulated aller such certification.

7. The certification or change of a ballot summary shall not affect the validity of any signatures gathered prior.

Section 55

1. The legislature shall be prohibited from weakening citizens” direct lawmaking power, as provided in this
seetion.

2. As of the effective date of this section, the legislature shall be prohibited from passing or referring any law or
pr nnmnm any Lonsllluuonal anu.ndmu]l that \\cakcm citizens’ dnu,l lawnmkmgpn\w L as set lorth i m lhl‘\

Constitution. The phrase “weakens citizens” direct lawmaking power” shall be construed broadly. examples
thercof including, but not being limited to. impeding the powers of initiative and referendum reserved to the
people under this Constitution; imposing (iling or processing fees for petitions: raising sienature thresholds:

shor lcmm, the llnu, d”OWLd for slumluu, wllulmn nannwmz, allow ble aub|u,1 matter bevond lhdl m this

Llclition circulators beyond those in this Constitution as of the effective date of this section: preventing or
delaying judicial revision of ballot summaries; prohibiting or nullifying severability clauses in petitions: or
rendering a simple statewide majority of votes cast on the measure insufficient to approve or reject a law or
constitutional amendment proposed by initiative or referendum petition. Fur thL any u‘lmlllulmnal amendment

before the effective date of this section, to be submitted to voters for their approval or rejection at an election

following the effective date of this section, shall be removed from the ballot and is void.

3. The rights of initiative and referendum as set forth in this Constitution are fundamental rights. Any registered

voter of the state of Mlsxouu Ims a right to pr opose laws and l..OI'I‘wlIlLllI(‘mdl ‘lmcndmum by ll]ll]clll\'c ncllllon

such petitions. and to vote on such petitions. However, no person shall qualify as a petition circulator who has
been convicted of, found guilty of, or pled guilty to an oflense involving foreery under the laws ol this statc or
an offense under the law of any other jurisdiction if that offense would be considered forgery under the laws of

this state.

[
Constitution is subject to strict scrutiny and must be narrowly tailored to achieve a C(‘nnncllmu um-'crnmcnlzll
interest.




5. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution or law to the contrary, requirements existing in this
Constitution as of January 1, 2025 for proposing and enacting initiative and referendum petitions and the basis
for computation of signatures required for such petitions shall be maintained. as follows: a statewide majority of
votes cast on the measure shall be sufficient to enact any law or constitutional amendment proposed by initiative
yetitions a statewide majority of votes cast on the measure shall be sufficient to reject any law upon which a
referendum is ordered by referendum petition: signatures from five percent of the number of legal voters for
governor in the last general election in cach of two-thirds of the congressional districts in the state shall be
‘-lI“ILIL‘I"Il to propose a law or Lo Uulu a IL!L]LI'I(IUI'['I ‘-.l"l‘lllllllt'- Imm cight nuucnl ol lhc mnnhc: ol legal voters

suflicient to propose a constitutional amendment: and the number of signatures from legal voters required shall
be calculated based on the total vote for governor at the general election last preceding the filing of any petition.
Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, any law or constitutional amendment referred (o
voters, cither by the legislature or petition, shall be adopted when approved by a majority of the votes cast
thereon, and not otherwise. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution or law to the contrary, il
there are diflering standards for the number of signatures required. a petition will qualify so long as it has
sulficient signatures to meet at least one of the standards, and the secretary of state will verily the signatures of
any petition submitted to the secretary of state under both standards.

Scction 56

1. As of the effective date of this section, the legislature shall be prohibited from changing any citizen-initiated
law. changing any citizen-initiated amendment. or passing, proposing, or referring any law or constitutional
amendment similar in effect to a law rejected by referendum petition, unless three fourths of the House and
Senate refer the change to a vote of the people, notwithstanding any provision of law or of this Constitution to

the contrary.

2. For the purposes of this section. a “citizen-initiated law™ is defined to be a law that the people have proposed
and enacted by the initiative. For the purposes ol this section, a “citizen-initiated amendment” is delined to be
any section or article of this Constitution, or any portion thercof, that the people have proposed and enacted by

the lnllmilvc as a constitutional dmcndlmnl IF'or lhc pmrmaca nl ll'll\ section, “changing™ a citizen-initiated law

if enacted, would modify, repeal. supersede, or undermine any part of a citizen-initiated law or citizen-initiated
amendment, whether explicitly or by implication. For the purposes of this section, a law “rejected by

referendum petition” is a law which has been passed by the legislature then subsequently rejected by the people
by \\"IY ol a lducndum ordered by ml!llon [For the purposes of this section, “‘unless ltht, fourths of lhv., House

Ilousc and at least three fourths of the members of the Senate cach separately vole to refer the proposed law or
constitutional amendment to voters.

3. The prohibitions of this section shall be construed to protect laws and constitutional provisions enacted by

(.,]ll/l.l‘l initiative alter ldnudly I, 2{)1{} l|1Lllldll1U hulh those enacted hclmc dl'ld aller the effective date of th|~.

the effective date of this section, from action by the legislature on or alter the effective date of this section.

4. This section shall not be construed to deprive any member ol the legislature of the right to introduce any bill
or measure, but passage, proposal, or referral thereofl by this legislature is subject to the prohibitions and
requirements of this section.

Scction 57.

1. In order to give ample notice to voters of issues that will appear on their ballots, the legislature shall be
required to deliver a proposed law or amendment to the secretary of state at Icast one hundred twenty days
before an election can be held on the measure, as provided in subsections 2 and 3 of this section.

2. Elections on any law or constitutional amendment proposed by initiative or referendum petition or referred or
proposed by the legislature shall be held as set forth in this Article I and in Section 2(b) of Article XII. except
that the legislature must deliver laws and proposed amendments which it refers or submits to the people, for
approval or rejection, to the secretary of state at least one hundred twenty days before the election on such can
be held, notwithstanding Section 52(b) of Article 1 or Section 2(b) of Article XII.

3. Notwithstanding the foregoing, for laws or proposed constitutional amendments referred or proposed by the
leoislature, if the legislature makes an express {inding by roll call vote that an election sooner than one hundred
twenty days is necessary for the protection of the peace, protection of state or local governmental finances, or
another bona {ide emergency, then an election may be held sooner than one hundred twenty days alter the
measure or proposal is delivered to the secretary of state. The express finding shall be subject to de novo




judicial review. Any citizen shall have standing to bring an action challenging the express {inding and the
timing of the election.

Scul:on 58. Nol\\ ll]]‘-ldl‘ldll]L any law to llu, Lonual Y, lhc st,uc ary of «.mlc shall makc a dctcu Il‘lll]dlloll on the

petition not later than 5:00 p.m. on the fourteenth Tuesday prior to the general election, suhu,t,l to subsection 3
ol Scction 59 of this article. If the secretary of state finds the petition insufficient, the certificate shall state the
reasons for the insulliciency.

Section 59,

[ Notwithstanding the signature requirements set forth in Sections 50 and 55 of this Article for initiative
petitions, and as an alternative to those requirements. it shall be sufficient for a petition proposing an
amendment to the Constitution to be signed by 175.000 legal voters in the state, and a petition proposing a law
to be signed hy 125.00{} smh voters, so long as cach type of petition is signed by at least 2.500 legal voters in

2. Notwithstanding the signature requirements set forth in Sections 52(a) and 55 of this Article for referendum
pclllu)m and as an alternative to those requirements, it shall be sufficient for a referendum petition to be siened
by 125,000 legal voters in the state so long as such petition is signed by at least 2.500 legal voters in each
congressional district in the state.

3. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution or law to the contrary. for petitions using the
signature requirements set forth in this section only, if the secretary of state finds a petition insufficient for
lacking a sufficient number of valid signatures needed in any one or more congressional districts, and the

numbu lacking is no I‘I]OIC l]mn two percent of the mlnlmum number 01 valid signatures nu.‘dt,d in llu,

in cach applicable congressional district by or before 5:00 p.m. of the fourteenth Tuesday prior to the general
clection, and the secretary of state shall accept additional signature pages for the applicable congressional
districts for seven additional calendar days from the date of the notice. to be submitted at one time., after which
the su.,n,l‘n y of ‘\ldlc x]mll promptly review such smmturn. natrc s and mdkt, a final dt.lt.lmmalmn and issu¢ a

omply with this Constitution

4. The total vote for governor at the general election last preceding the filing of any initiative or referendum
petition shall be used to determine the number of legal voters necessary to sien the petition.

1. The *legislature™ shall mean the eeneral assembly.

2. “Ballot summaries™ shall consist of the summary statement and the fiscal note summary.

3. “Referendum petition vetoes™ shall mean when laws passed by the legislature are rejected by the citizens by
referendum petition.

Scction 61. Scetions 54 through 60 of this Article are self-executing and shall be construed to strongly protect
the citizens” powers ol initiative and referendum, all political power being vested in the people and founded
upon their will only.

Section 62. I any provision of Sections 54 through 61 or the application thereof to anyone or to any
t.ncunhlmu,t. |s held invalid or unmnal|lul|0ndllv cnacled, the ILI'I‘IdII‘l(]CI of those provisions and the application




