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Be it resolved by the people of the state of Missouri that the Constitution be amended:

N

Article 11 of the Constitution is revised by adopting seven new sections to be known as Sections 54, 55, 56, 57,

58, 59, and 60 to rcad as follows:

Section 54.

I. Ballot summaries shall be clear, unbiased. fair, accurate. and easy to understand. as provided in this section,
2. Official ballot summaries, including the summary statement and fiscal note summary, for any law or
constitutional dmcndlncnl proposed by 1mt|al|w, petition, or any law 10 be ILILL[(.(I by referendum nclltlon or

unbiased, fair, accurate, and easy to understand, notwithstanding any law to the contrary. Such official ballot
summaries shall not be misleading, and shall correctly and fairly express the true intent and meaning of the
measure and shall unambiguously state the principle of the provision sought to be added. amended. or repealed.
Such 0||IL]¢1] ballot summar ics s]m]l use lan;,ua;_c hom the full lC\l ol the measure or proposal when doing so

3. No current or future law passed by the legislature shall prevent the circuit court or appellate courts. including
the supreme court, from immediately adjudicating and rewriting ballot summaries in whole or in part.

4. Notwithstanding any provision of law or of this Constitution to the contrary, a challenge to an official ballot
summary for an initiative petition may not be brought afier the election on the measure

5. Notwithstanding any provision of law or of this Constitution to the contrary. an initiative or referendum
petition that has been approved for circulation in accordance with the law may be circulated by petition
circulators and signed by any registered voter in the state of Missouri using the ballot summary language that is
certified for use at that time.

6. Notwithstanding any provision of law or of this Constitution to the contrary. if a ballot summary for an
initiative or referendum petition has not yet been certified. a petition may be circulated by petition circulators
and signed by any registered voter in the state of Missouri using the full language of the initiative petition in
licu of a ballot summary. Once an oflicial ballot summary has been certified, it shall be affixed to each page of
the petition circulated after such certification.

7. The certification or change of a ballot summary shall not affect the validity of any signatures gathered prior.

Section 55.

1. The legislature shall be prohibited [rom weakening citizens’ direct lawmaking power, as provided in this
section.

2. As of'the effective date of this section, the legislature shall be prohibited from passing or relerring any law or
proposing any constitutional amendment that weakens citizens” direct lawmaking power, as sct forth in this
Constitution, notwithstanding Section 52(a) of Article I11 and Sections 2(a) and 2(b) of Article XII of this
Constitution. The phrase “weakens citizens’ direct lawmaking power” shall be construed broadly. examples
thereof including, but not being limited to. impeding the powers of initiative and referendum reserved to the

nt,onlu, undu lhl‘s (onstltutmn |mnm|n;, Ialms, or pmcu‘»mﬂ fees for l‘)ClII’.IOI]‘s raising signature lhwsho[cls

Constitution as of the LI]CLI]VL‘ date of this section: imposing acldllmnal requirements on the qualifications nl
petition circulators beyond those in this Constitution as of the effective date of this section: preventing or
delaying judicial revision of ballot summaries; prohibiting or nullifying severability clauses in petitions: or
lcndu Ing a simple stdlumdu majority ol \mlu cast on lhc measure insufficient to approve or reject a law or

lum petition.
Further, any constitutional amendment that wesz 1kt,ns citizens” direct lawmaking power, which is proposed by the

legislature alter January 1., 2025 but before the effective date of this section, to be submitted to voters for their
approval or rejection at an election following the effective date of this section, shall be removed from the ballot
and is void.

3. The rights of initiative and referendum as set forth in this Constitution are fundamental rights. Any registered
voter of the state of Missouri has a right to propose laws and constitutional amendments by initiative petition
and to propose the rejection of acts by the legislature by referendum petition. to sien such petitions. to circulate
such petitions, and to vote on such petitions. However, no person shall qualify as a petition circulator who has
been convicted of, found guilty of, or pled guilty to an offense involving loreery under the laws of this state or
an offense under the law of any other jurisdiction if that offense would be considered forgery under the laws of
this state.

4. Except as specifically set forth in this Constitution, any law allecting, governmental reeulation of, or
governmental action pertaining to the fundamental rights of initiative and referendum as set forth in this
Constitution is subject to strict scrutiny and must be narrowly tailored to achieve a compelling sovernmental

S —_—

5. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution or law to the contrary, requircments existing in this
Constitution as of January 1, 2025 for proposing and enacting initiative and referendum petitions and the basis
for computation of signatures required for such petitions shall be maintained, as follows: a statewide majority of’
voll.,s cast on the I]'ILd‘-L]] shall hL suflicient to enact le law or constitutional dmt_ndmcnl proposed hy initiative

referendum is ordered by referendum mllllnn signatures from five percent of the number of leeal voters lor

oovernor in the last general election in each of two-thirds ol the congressional districts in the state shall be
sufficient to propose a law or to order a referendum: signatures from eight percent ol the number of legal voters




for governor in the last general election in cach of two-thirds of the congressional districts in the state shall be
sulficient to propose a constitutional amendment: and the number of signatures {rom legal voters required shall
be LdlLLli(llccl hd‘sk.d on the total vnlc |m governor at the general election last rm,u,dmﬂ the filing of .mv na.lllum.

thercon, and not otherwise. Notw |lhamndmu any other provision of this Constitution or law to the umtmw, i
there are dilTering standards [or the number of signatures required. a petition will qualily so long as it has
sullicient signatures to meet at least one of the standards, and the secretary of state will verify the signatures of

Section 36.
1. As ol the effective date of this section, the legislature shall be prohibited from changing any citizen-initiated

law. changing any citizen-initiated amendment. or passing. proposing. or referring any law or constitutional
amendment similar in efTect to a law rejected by referendum petition. unless three fourths of the House and
Senate refer the change to a vote of the people, notwithstanding any provision ol law or of this Constitution to
the contrary.

2. For the purposes of this section, a “citizen-initiated law™ is defined to be a law that the people have proposed
and enacted by the initiative. For the purposes of this section, a “citizen-initiated amendment” is defined to be
any section or article of this Constitution, or any portion thereol,, that the people have proposed and enacted by
the initiative as a constitutional amendment. For the purposes of this section, “changing™ a citizen-initiated law
or citizen-initiated amendment means passing, proposing, or referring a law or constitutional amendment which,
il enacted, would modily, repeal, supersede, or undermine any part of a citizen-initiated law or citizen-initiated

dn‘ILI]dI‘l"lu‘Il \\hclhu t:\nllully or by lmnlu.dlmn [ or the purposcs of this section. a law “rejected by

by way ol a referendum ordered by petition. FFor the purposes of this section, “unless three fourths of the House
and Senate refer the change to a vote of the people™ shall mean at least three fourths of the members of the
House and at least three fourths of the members of the Senate each separately vote to refer the proposed law or
constitutional amendment to voters.

citizen initiative alter January 1. 2010, including both those enacted belore and alter the elfective date of this

scction. and to protect referendum petition vetoes after January 1, 2010, including both those before and after
the effective date of this section, Irom action by the legislature on or alter the effective date of this section.
4. This section shall not be construed to deprive any member of the legislature of the right to introduce any bill

requirements of this section.

Section 57.

1. In order to give ample notice to voters of issues that will appear on their ballots, the legislature shall be
required to deliver a proposed law or amendment to the secretary of state at least one hundred twenty days
before an election can be held on the measure, as provided in subsections 2 and 3 of this section.,

2. Elections on any law or constitutional amendment proposed by initiative or referendum petition or referred or
proposed by the legislature shall be held as set forth in this Article 1T and in Section 2(b) of Article X1, except
that the legislature must deliver laws and proposed amendments which it refers or submits to the people, for
approval or u:u.t.lmn lu the au,u.l.ny of slalc dl lcast nnt_ humllu_l l\\-._nl\/ (LW% before the election on such can

3. Notwithstanding the qu.Lmns_ for laws or proposed constitutional amcm.lnu,nla referred or proposed by the
legislature, if the legislature makes an express finding by roll call vote that an election sooner than one hundred
twenty days is necessary for the protection of the peace, protection of state or local governmental (inances, or
another bona fide emer ﬂcnw then an election may be hcld sooner than one hundlu] tw -.nly days after the

wdicial review. Any citizen shall have standing to bring an action challenging the express finding and the
tming of the election.

Section 58. Definitions.

2. “Ballot summaries” shall consist of the summary statement and the [iscal note summary.
3. “Reflerendum petition vetoes” shall mean when laws passed by the Iegislature are rejected by the citizens by
referendum petition.

%u_lmn 59. Sections 54 lhmm.,h 58 of lh:s Article are scll v.:\u.ulmu dl‘l(l shall be construed to slumgly protect

upon their will only.

Section 60. [f any provision of Sections 54 through 59 or the application thereol to anvone or to any
LIILLI['I]‘-[JI'ILL is held invalid or umumlllullmmlIv cnacted., the mnamdu of those provisions and the application




