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Be it resolved by the people of the state of Missouri that the Constitution be amended:

Article 11T of the Constitution is revised by adopting six new sections to be known as Sections 54, 55, 56, 57,
58, and 59 to read as follows:

Section 54.

1. Ballot summarics shall be clear, unbiased. fair, accurate, and casy to understand, as provided in this section.
2. Official ballot summaries, including the summary statement and fiscal note summary, for any law or
constitutional amt,ndmc.nl proposed by II]I[I‘III\’(. petition, or any law 10 be |Cfcn,lcci by referendum petition, or

unbiased,. fair, accurate, and easy to understand, notwithstanding any law to the contrary. Such ofTicial ballot
summaries shall not be misleading, and shall correctly and fairly express the true intent and meanine of the
measure and shall unambiguously state the principle of the provision sought to be added, amended. or repealed.
Such official ballot summaries shall use Ianumgc Imm the full ll.\l of the measure or proposal when doing so

loes not | ; ympliz
3. No current or future law passed by the legislature shall prevent the circuit court or appellate courts. including

the supreme court, from immediately adjudicating and rewriting ballot summaries in whole or in part.
4. Notwithstanding any provision of law or of this Constitution to the contrary, a challenge to an oflicial ballot
summary for an Il"lllldll\’ nclmon may not be bl ou;_hl allcl thu, election on the mcnsuw

5 ytwithste
petition that has been appr ovc.d for circulation in accordance with the law may be circulated by petition

circulators and signed by any registered voter in the state of Missouri using the ballot summary language that is
certified for use at that time.

() N()lwlllmclndlnL any I’)lOVIbIOll ol law or of this Constitution lo the contrar Y, if a ballot summary Im‘ an

and signed by any registered voter in the state of Missouri using the full language of the initiative petition in
licu of a ballot summary. Once an official ballot summary has been certified. it shall be affixed to cach page of
the petition circulated alter such certification.

7. The certification or change of a ballot summary shall not affect the validity of any signatures gathered prior.

Section 55.
[. The legislature shall be prohibited from weakening citizens” direct lawmaking power, as provided in this
ucclion

2. As of the elfective date of this section, the legislature shall be prohibited from passing or referring any law or
proposing any constitutional amendment that weakens citizens” direct lawmaking power, as set forth in this
Constitution, notwithstanding Section 52(a) of Article 111 and Sections 2(a) and 2(b) of Article X1I of this
Constitution. The phrase “weakens citizens’ direct lawmaking power™ shall be construed broadly. examples
thereol including, but not being limited to, impeding the powers of initiative and referendum reserved to the
people undcr llm C onalllulmn mmosm; hlmg or plou,n.slm, fees for nclllmns raising smmlulc thresholds:

shor
by this Constitution as of the c[[u.[wc date of this section; imposing addulonal requirements on the

qualifications of petition circulators beyond those in this Constitution as of the effective date of this section:
preventing or delaying judicial revision of ballot summaries: prohibiting or nullifying severability clauses in
petitions; or tendcnnL a simple statewide md]mlly nI voim casl on the mcw«mc insulficient o approve or reject

Further, any constitutional amendment that weakens citizens” direct lawmaking power, which is proposed by the
legislature after January 1, 2025 but before the effective date of this section, to be submitted to voters for their
approval or rejection at an election following the effective date of this section, shall be removed from the ballot
and is void.

3. The rights of'initiative and referendum as set forth in this Constitution are fundamental rights. Any registered
voter of the state of Missouri has a right to propose laws and constitutional amendments by initiative petition
and to propose the rejection of acts by the legislature by referendum petition. to sign such petitions, to circulate
such petitions, and to vote on such petitions. However, no person shall qualily as a petition circulator who has
been convicted of, found guilty of, or pled guilty to an offense involving forgery under the laws of this state or
an offense under the law of any other jurisdiction if that offense would be considered forgery under the laws of
this state.

4. Except as specifically set forth in this Constitution, any law allecting, governmental regulation of., or
governmental action pertaining to the fundamental rights of initiative and referendum as set forth in this
Constitution is subject to strict scrutiny and must be narrowly tailored to achieve a compelling governmental
interes

5. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution or law to the contrary, requirements existing in this
Constitution as of January 1, 2025 for proposing and ¢nacting initiative and referendum petitions and the basis
for computation of signatures required for such petitions shall be maintained. as follows: a statewide majority of
volu.s cast on the measure shall hc sullicient to enact any |d\\’ or wmlllutlmml lemdmcnl proposed hv initiative

referendum is ordered by referendum petition: signatures Ilom five percent of the number of legal voters for

oovernor in the last general election in each of two-thirds of the congressional districts in the state shall be
sufficient to propose a law or to order a referendum: signatures from eight percent of the number of legal voters




for governor in the last general election in cach of two-thirds of the congressional districts in the state shall be
sulficient to proposc a constitutional amendment: and the number of sionatures from leeal voters required shall
be calculated hd%l.,d on the total \’('I[L for covernor at the general election last mu,cdmﬂ the filing of any petition.

ywithsts
voters, either by the legislature or petition, shall be adopted when approv t,d by a majority of the votes cast

thercon, and not otherwise. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution or law to the contrary, if
there are differing standards for the number of signatures required. a petition will qualify so long as it has
sullicient signatures to meet at least one of the standards, and the secretary of state will verify the siegnatures of

Section 56.
1. As of the effective date of this section, the legislature shall be prohibited from repealine or changing any

citizen-initiated law or citizen-initiated amendment, unless three fourths of the House and Senate refer the
change to a vote of the people, nolwlllnlandmu any provision ol law or of this Constitution to the contrary.
2. For the purposes of this secti ; od law™ is defined to be a law, or any portion thereol, that
the people have proposed and enacted by lhc initiative. For the purposes of this section, a “citizen-initiated
amendment” is defined to be any section or article of this Constitution, or any portion thercol, that the people
have proposed and enacted by the initiative as a constitutional amendment. For the purposes of this section,

“repealing or changing™ a citizen-initiated law or citizen-initiated dmcndnn.nl MECans passing, proposing, or
referring a law or constitutional amendment which, i

heal, supersede, or undermine
any part ol a citizen-initiated law or citizen-initiated amendment, whether explicitly or by implication. For the
purposes ol this section, ““unless three fourths of the House and Senate refer the change to a vote of the people™
shall mean at least three fourths of the members of the Housc and at Icast three fourths of the members of the

3. The prohibitions ol this section shall be construed to protect laws and constitutional provisions cnacted by
citizen initiative after January 1, 2010, including both those enacted before and after the effective date of this
scction, from action by the legislature on or after the effective date ol this section.

4. This section shall not be construed to (]LDI Ve any munhu of th ]LLI\]dllIlL ol the right 10 mllnduw any bill

requirements of this section.

Section 57. Definitions.
|. The “legislature™ shall mean the genceral assembly.
2. “Ballot summaries™ shall consist of the summary statement and the fiscal note summary.

Scction 58. Scctions 54 through 57 of this Article are sell-executing and shall be construed 1o stronely protect
the citizens’ powers ol initiative and referendum, all political power being vested in the people and founded
upon _their will only.

gcumn 59. 11 dl‘l\/ ]‘I[()\flkl(ll] ol Qu.ll(ms "-4 through 58 or the anpllczllmn lhuwl Lo dnyonc or Lo any

ol such provisions to others or other circumstances shall not be aftected thereby.,




