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Members present in person: Kathryn Sanders and Beverly Price
Members present on conference call: Sharla Buthod, Regina Cooper, Renee DePriest, James Diel, Karla Geerlings, Christie Lundy, Sen. Jamilah Nasheed, Buddy Pennington, Mary Beth Revels, Katrina Stierholz, and Scotty Walker
	
Absent:  Donna Bacon, Trevor Dawes, Rep. Tommie Pierson, Sen. Jeanie Riddle, Michelle Schmitt, and Rep. Kathryn Swan.
Guests: Secretary of State Jason Kander, Tracy Byerly, Patrick Wall, Natasha Angell, Hank Niederhelm, Jeanne Sullivan, Bill Coleman, and Krista Van Herreweghe

Staff present:  	Barbara Reading, Waheedah Bilal, Donna Riegel, Debbie Musselman, and Megan Lusk

The quarterly meeting of Secretary’s Council was held on Friday, July 31, 2015. The meeting was called to order by Sanders at 9:34 a.m. The Council has a quorum. 

Council members and guests introduced themselves. There were no announcements.

Secretary Kander joined the conference call and briefly addressed the Council. He thanked the Council for their service and asked for their continued support.

Votes on Meeting Minutes
Sanders asked for a motion to approve the April 10, 2015 minutes. Mary Beth Revels motioned, Buthod seconded. Minutes approved, none opposed. 

University City Technology Project
University City presented their MOREnet Technology project to expand services for their community. University City answered all questions posed by the Council. 

Update on FY16 Appropriations
Reading and Revels presented an update on the FY16 library appropriations for State Aid & the REAL program. Reading went over the reduction of FY16 funds in comparison to FY15. Sen. Nasheed asked a question regarding the lobbyists for the State Library and MLA. Reading then touched on past equalization amounts dating to FY1997. Reading then asked the Council for ideas & strategies to make the case for increased state funding for public libraries to the Governor’s office.  Reading and Sanders took note of suggestions for strategies from the Council. Reading also went over some of the suggestions that she had received through email from the library community and asked for thoughts from the Council. Reading and Revels answered all questions from the Council.

MOREnet Update
The meeting moved to the update from MOREnet, Natasha Angell and Hank Niederhelm presented on the bandwidth growth and needs of the libraries. Reading pointed out how important the REAL funding is to libraries bandwidth needs as the needs grow. All questions were answered by the MOREnet presenters after the initial presentation. Reading went on to the details of the MOU in FY16, and stated that some of the electronic resources were not going to be funded through appropriations. Reading also discussed some of the options libraries had in regards to their MOREnet contracts. She further explained the amounts of the $2,000,000 MOU that would be used to support public library internet connections and statewide databases for all MOREnet members. Reading again asked for suggestions from the Council to help get full funding restored. Sen. Nasheed had questions about how MOREnet funding cuts affected schools. Reading answered all questions for the Senator. Sanders pointed out that the University City grant & program showed the demands from the public and what is wanted. Sanders said libraries and schools won’t be able to keep with the public demands without the funds. Sen. Nasheed suggested the libraries get in contact with lobbyists and really lobby for support. Reading went over the timeline for the budget process. Sen. Nasheed recommended a higher request in funding for REAL and State Aid and hopefully the budget will be approved at the restoration amount needed. Several Council members agreed that this approach is a good idea.  

LSTA Update
Debbie Musselman presented the LSTA update, including an update on the Racing to Read program and changes to the LSTA annual state program report. Musselman asked for suggestions for LSTA funds usage during this state fiscal year. Discussion followed. Musselman answered all questions. 
	 
Wolfner Library Update
Donna Riegel presented an update for Wolfner Library services. Riegel spoke about a new project for tactile books for children, the circulating games collection that visually impaired people are also able to play, and the need for new young volunteer narrators for the recording program for Wolfner Library. 

Reference Services
Waheedah Bilal presented the Reference Services updates. Bilal presented the new layout for the Keeping Up publication. She explained that the new layout is more mobile friendly and will use the LibGuides template. Bilal also pointed out to the Council that a modified version of Keeping Up is available online.  
	


[bookmark: _GoBack]
State Librarian’s Report
Sanders moved on to the State Librarians report, Reading presented. She spoke about the MU Library Information and Science programs appeal to the ALA committee regarding their accreditation, announced to the Council the new staff in the State Library and spoke of the MLA/KLA conference in September 2015. 

Upcoming Meeting
Reading reminded the Council that the next meeting will be November 20, 2015.

Adjournment
Sanders asked for any further announcements, there were none. Buthod motioned to adjourn, DePriest seconded. None opposed. Meeting adjourned at 11:56 a.m. 
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