(Light upbeat music plays in the background; female voice narrates.)
Wolfie’s Youth Mail and Make, Summer 2026 - Kit 23, Fossil Impressions
Warning. This kit contains both small and sharp objects; some kits may include a small shark tooth. Explore by laying your hands gently on top of fossils to identify them. 

Supplies in Kit
1 Package of air-dry clay
1 Bag of fossils and seashells
1 Felt display cloth
1 Identification chart

Tips for Accessibility 
Wolfner encourages families and friends to work together on craft projects and experiment with any needed modifications for accessibility. For this kit, we found the following helpful:
Use the included felt cloth. Many of the fossils and shells are small with light colors. For extra contrast, dump the contents of your bag on the colored felt cloth. 
Use a tray (not included in kit). For patrons who will be relying on touch to find their fossil, consider using a small tray. Place fossils onto the tray to explore.

Understanding “What is a fossil?”
(Chime rings)
(Nature sounds of various birds begin playing in the background)
Fossils are not just bones. They can be any preserved remains of a plant or animal from the past. They include shells, footprints, teeth, and even plant impressions! There are all kinds of fossils, and they are usually found in rock layers. Scientists who study fossils are called Paleontologists. 

(Bird sounds end and light background music plays)
Step One: Identify the Fossil
Each kit comes with 1-2 small fossils and mixed shells in a bag. Before using your large print chart, make predictions of what you think came in the bag.
What do you think it once was?
Why is it hard or textured?
Do you believe it is a full fossil or a partial fossil? Why?
After making your observations and guesses, use the large print chart to identify the fossil. Take time to learn about your fossil. If you can, research your findings online with an adult. 

Step Two: Make a Fossil Imprint
· Open the bag of airdry clay.
· Roll, soften, and pat the clay down to flatten.
· Press your fossil and/or seashells into the clay.
· Remove items and allow clay to dry overnight. 

Optional:
If you have craft paint at home, you can paint the fossil impression after the clay has dried. This makes a nice, unique piece of art! 
As always, we’d love to see what you have made! 
Email photos of your project to: wolfner@sos.mo.gov
