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Title Code of State Regulations Division Chapter Rule

1 CSR 10- 1. 010

Department Agency, Division General area regulated Specific area regulated
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Each department of state government is assigned a title. Each agency or division within the department is assigned a division number. The agency then groups its rules

into general subject matter areas called chapters and specific areas called rules. Within a rule, the first breakdown is called a section and is designated as (1). Subsection

is (A) with further breakdown into paragraph 1., subparagraph A., part (I), subpart (a), item I. and subitem a.

RSMo—The most recent version of the statute containing the section number and the date.



Emergency Rules

Title 19—DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
SENIOR SERVICES

Division 40—Division of Maternal, Child and Family
Health

Chapter 11—Vision Examinations 

EMERGENCY RULE

19 CSR 40-11.010 Payments for Vision Examinations

PURPOSE: The Department of Health and Senior Services makes
payments to appropriate medical providers to cover the cost of the
comprehensive eye examination of first and third grade children not
covered by insurance who fail public school vision screenings.  This
rule establishes the criteria by which comprehensive eye examination
costs are paid. 

EMERGENCY STATEMENT: There are approximately seventy-five
thousand (75,000) children entering public school in Missouri each
year.  These children have a twenty-five percent (25%) chance of hav-
ing a vision problem that could impact their ability to learn.  Section
167.195, RSMo Supp. 2007, established the Children’s Vision
Commission and, beginning July 1, 2008, requires all public schools
to conduct vision screenings by methods approved by the Children’s
Vision Commission before they complete the first and third grades.
The commission was appointed in January of 2008 and has since
established the methods for the screenings. The parent(s) or
guardian(s) of children failing a vision screening will be notified of

the screening results and referred for a comprehensive eye examina-
tion.  Section 192.935, RSMo, directs the Department of Health and
Senior Services to pay for eye examinations not covered by existing
health insurance. This emergency rule establishes the criteria for
obtaining reimbursement by the department for such eye examina-
tions. This emergency rule is necessary because funds were not
appropriated until July of 2008 to implement section 167.195, RSMo.
Additionally, following the appropriation of funds, meetings with the
Children’s Vision Commission and other stakeholders were necessary
as this rule was being developed and decisions made as to how the
funds would be spent. If this emergency rule is not enacted, the
appropriated funding cannot be used and children receiving exami-
nations in the current fiscal year who do not have insurance cover-
age may not be able to pay for the eye examinations and subsequently
may not have the recommended follow-up examination. As a result,
the department finds there is a compelling governmental interest that
requires this emergency action. A proposed rule, which covers the
same material, is published in this issue of the Missouri Register.
The scope of this emergency rule is limited to the circumstance cre-
ating the emergency and complies with the protections extended in the
Missouri and United States Constitutions.  The department believes
this rule is fair to all interested persons and parties under the cir-
cumstances.  This emergency rule was filed on January 9, 2009,
becomes effective on January 19, 2009, and expires on July 17,
2009.

(1) Beginning July 1, 2008, all public school districts shall conduct
a vision screening by methods developed by the Children’s Vision
Commission for each student before the completion of first and third
grades. The school district shall notify the parent or guardian of any
child failing the vision screening and refer the parent or guardian to
an optometrist or physician for a comprehensive eye examination.

(2) Subject to appropriation of funds and the cost cap set out in sec-
tion 192.935, RSMo, the Blindness Education, Screening, and
Treatment (BEST) Program fund shall cover the cost of vision exam-
inations under section 167.195, RSMo, that are not covered by exist-
ing public health insurance provided that the cost of the examination
does not exceed the allowable state MO HealthNet reimbursement
amount for eye examinations.

(3) Vouchers for payment out of the BEST Program fund shall be dis-
tributed to public school districts based on the following methodolo-
gy: 

(A) Calculating the number of children in first and third grades by
school district;

(B) Calculating the number of children who are likely to fail the
screening and require a comprehensive eye examination;

(C) Excluding the number of children who are eligible for MO
HealthNet;

(D) Calculating the number of children in each school district eli-
gible for assistance; 

(E) Dividing the total funds by the MO HealthNet reimbursement
rate to determine the total number of exams to be reimbursed; and

(F) Allocating funds per school district based on percentage of
children eligible for assistance.

(4) At the time the school refers the child for a comprehensive eye
examination, the school district shall evaluate whether the child
meets the qualifications in section (5) of this rule and, if so, shall
give the parent or guardian a voucher that may be used to cover the
cost of the child’s eye examination.

(5) To qualify for coverage under the BEST Program fund, a child
must—

(A) Be enrolled in a public school in grade one or three;
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Rules appearing under this heading are filed under the

authority granted by section 536.025, RSMo 2000. An

emergency rule may be adopted by an agency if the agency

finds that an immediate danger to the public health, safety or

welfare, or a compelling governmental interest requires

emergency action; follows procedures best calculated to
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(B) Have failed a vision screening provided by a public school in
accordance with the standardized screening methods provided by the
Children’s Vision Commission;

(C) Receive a comprehensive eye examination performed by a
licensed optometrist or physician;

(D) Lack any other means of insurance to provide payment for a
comprehensive eye examination; and

(E) Be a legal resident of the state of Missouri.

(6) To receive payment out of the BEST Program fund, an
optometrist or physician who performs a comprehensive eye exami-
nation on a child based upon referral by a public school district shall
complete the Missouri Eye Examination Form for School, included
herein, and submit the form and voucher to the public school district.
The public school district shall forward the voucher and an invoice
listing the voucher number on the school district’s letterhead to the
Department of Health and Senior Services, Attention: School Vision
Program, PO Box 570, Jefferson City, MO  65102, no later than the
last day of February of the school year in which the examination was
performed in order to receive reimbursement.  

(7) Vouchers allocated to the school districts that have not been used
by the last day of February of each school year shall be returned to
the Department of Health and Senior Services for reallocation to
other school districts.
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AUTHORITY: sections 167.195 and 192.935, RSMo Supp. 2008.
Emergency rule filed Jan. 9, 2009, effective Jan. 19, 2009, expires
July 17, 2009.  A proposed rule covering this same material is pub-
lished in this issue of the Missouri Register.

Title 20—DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE, 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND PROFESSIONAL

REGISTRATION
Division 700—Insurance Licensing

Chapter 3—Education Requirements

EMERGENCY AMENDMENT

20 CSR 700-3.200 Continuing Education. The department is amend-
ing section (2). 

PURPOSE: This amendment fixes an error in this rule by correctly
citing the statute as section 375.020.1, RSMo, instead of section
375.010.1, RSMo, listed in the rule.

EMERGENCY STATEMENT: This emergency amendment corrects
the statutory citation in section (2) of the rule from section 375.010.1,
RSMo, to section 375.020.1, RSMo.  Statute requires insurance pro-
ducers take sixteen (16) hours of continuing education courses. By
rule, the Department of Insurance, Financial Institutions and
Professional Registration intended that three (3) of those continuing
education hours be ethics courses.  This emergency amendment is
necessary to protect a compelling governmental interest as without
the correction, insurance producers would not be required to take any
continuing education ethics courses as originally intended by the
rule. As a result, the Department of Insurance, Financial Institutions
and Professional Registration finds a compelling governmental inter-
est, which requires this emergency action to clarify that continuing
education ethics hours are required. The original rule intended to
make continuing education ethics hours a requirement for insurance
producers. Making this correction only as a proposed amendment
would result in a delay in the requirement for insurance producers to
take continuing education ethics courses. Delay in requiring insur-
ance producers to take continuing education ethics hours could result
in harm to the public in that, without the continuing education ethics
hours, insurance producers would not be properly trained to sell
insurance to the public, which could result in improper sales of insur-
ance to the public. A proposed amendment, which covers the same
material, is published in this issue of the Missouri Register. The
scope of this emergency amendment is limited to the circumstances
creating the emergency and complies with the protections extended in
the Missouri and United States Constitutions. The Department of
Insurance, Financial Institutions and Professional Registration
believes this emergency amendment is fair to all interested persons
and parties under the circumstances. This emergency amendment was
filed January 8, 2009, effective January 18, 2009, and expires July
16, 2009.

(2) Beginning January 1, 2009, of those hours of continuing educa-
tion required by section [375.010.1] 375.020.1, RSMo, insurance
producers licensed in any of the lines of authority designated in sec-
tions 375.018.1(1) through (6), RSMo, must complete three (3)
hours of instruction covering ethics, Missouri law, and producer
duties and obligations to the department during any two (2)-year
licensure period.  Courses on ethics, laws, and duties must be
approved as such by the director to be eligible for meeting this
requirement.

AUTHORITY: section 375.045, RSMo 2000 and section 375.020,
RSMo Supp. 2008. This rule was previously filed as 4 CSR 190-
12.130. Original rule filed Aug. 8, 1989, effective Nov. 13, 1989.
For intervening history, please consult the Code of State

Regulations. Emergency amendment filed Jan. 8, 2009, effective
Jan. 18, 2009, expires July 16, 2009. A proposed amendment cover-
ing this same material is published in this issue of the Missouri
Register.
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The Secretary of State shall publish all executive orders beginning January 1, 2003, pursuant to section 536.035.2, RSMo

Supp. 2008.
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