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NOTICE: The proposed amendment revises Article IX of the Constitution by amending Sections
1(a) and 3(b) and adopting two new sections to be known as Article IX, Sections 1(c) and 11.

Be it resolved by the people of the state of Missouri that the Constitution be amended:

Section A. Article IX of the Constitution is revised by amending Sections 1(a) and 3(b), and
adopting two new sections to be known as Article X, Sections 1(c) and 11 to read as follows:

Section 1(a). A general diffusion of knowledge and intelligence being essential to the preservation
of the rights and liberties of the people, [the general assembly shall establish and maintain] equality
of educational opportunity. as described in this section. is a fundamental right. The general
assembly shall ensure the equality of educational opportunity for all persons in this state through
the establishment and maintenance of a uniformly regulated. thorough, appropriate, and adequate
system of free public schools for the gratuitous instruction of all persons in this state within ages
not in excess of twenty-one years as prescribed by law. The general assembly shall have an
affirmative duty to adequately and equitably fund the free public schools established by this article.

Section 1(c). Any voluntary early childhood education program established by a publicly elected
school board for persons between the ages of three and five vears shall be funded as part of the
free public schools established by this article.

Section 3(b). In event the public school fund provided and set apart by law for the support of free
public schools, shall be insufficient to sustain free public schools that satisfy all requirements of
this article [at least eight months in every year in each school district of the state], the general
assembly shall [may] provide for such deficiency. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to
the contrary, new or increased taxes or fees enacted by the general assembly for the purpose of
funding free public schools as established in this article, are not subject to the provisions of article
X of this constitution. [: but in] In no case shall there be set apart less than twenty-five percent of
the state revenue, exclusive of interest and sinking fund, to be applied annually to the support of
the free public schools. The provisions of this section and section 1(a) may be enforced by a private
cause of action brought by or on behalf of any taxpayer, student of a public school. or school
district within this state against the general assembly in a circuit court of proper venue and, if the
suit_is sustained, the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall receive from the state any costs, including
attorneys’ fees incurred by the plaintiff or plaintiffs in maintaining such suit.

Section 11. Appropriations made for the purpose of satisfying this article by the general assembly
or any county, city, town, township. school district, or other municipal corporation shall only be
to aid. support, or sustain the system of free public schools and in no event shall any appropriation
be made, funds expended. or tax credits or other tax expenditures enacted after January 1. 2020
for the benefit of private schools. Nothing in this section shall prevent a contract for services
between a public school and a private entity where necessary to meet the requirements of this
article.




