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Title 11�DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC SAFETY

Division 50�Missouri State
Highway Patrol

Chapter 2�Motor Vehicle Inspection
Division

11 CSR 50-2.010 Definitions

PURPOSE: This rule defines the meaning of
words and terms used throughout the inspec-
tion rules.

(1) The following words and terms as used in
these rules shall have the following meaning:

(A) Approval certificate is the white copy
of the written document which is given to the
vehicle owner and which shows that the vehi-
cle meets the inspection requirements;

(B) Commercial motor vehicle is a motor
vehicle designed or regularly used for carry-
ing freight and merchandise or more than
eight (8) passengers;

(C) Decal is a gummed decalcomania that
is attached to a motorcycle or trailer when the
vehicle meets the inspection requirements;

(D) Inspector/mechanic is any automotive
mechanic issued a permit by the superinten-
dent of the Missouri State Highway Patrol to
conduct inspections;

(E) Motorcycle is a motor vehicle operated
on two (2) wheels;

(F) Motor tricycle is a motor vehicle oper-
ated on three (3) wheels, including a motor-
cycle while operated with any conveyance
requiring the use of a third wheel;

(G) Motor vehicle is any self-propelled
vehicle not operated exclusively upon tracks,
except farm tractors;

(H) Rejection notice is the yellow copy of
the written document which is given to the
vehicle owner and which shows that the vehi-
cle does not meet the inspection require-
ments;

(I) Revocation is the rescinding of an
inspection permit for a period of not less than
one (1) year;

(J) School bus is any motor vehicle used
solely to transport students to and from
school or to transport students to or from any
place for educational purposes.

1. A Type �A� school bus is a conver-
sion or body constructed upon a van-type or
cutaway front-section vehicle with a left side
driver�s door, designed for carrying more
than ten (10) persons. This definition shall
include two (2) classifications: Type A-I,
with a Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR)
over ten thousand pounds (10,000 lbs.); and
Type A-II, with a GVWR of ten thousand
pounds (10,000 lbs.) and under.

2. A Type �B� school bus is a conver-

sion or body constructed and installed upon a
van or front-section vehicle chassis or
stripped chassis, with a GVWR of more than
ten thousand pounds (10,000 lbs.), designed
for carrying more than ten (10) persons. Part
of the engine is beneath and/or beneath the
windshield, and beside the driver�s seat. The
entrance door is behind the front wheels. 

3. A Type �C� school bus is a body
installed upon a flat-back cowl chassis and
has a GVWR of more than ten thousand
pounds (10,000 lbs.), designed for carrying
more than ten (10) persons.  All of the engine
is in front of the windshield and the entrance
door is behind the front wheels. 

4. A Type �D� school bus is a body
installed upon a chassis, with the engine
mounted in the front, midship or rear, with a
gross vehicle rating of more than ten thou-
sand pounds (10,000 lbs.), designed for car-
rying more than ten (10) persons. The engine
may be behind the windshield and beside the
driver�s seat; it may be at the rear of the bus,
behind the rear wheels; or midship between
the front and rear axles. The entrance door is
ahead of the front wheels;

(K) Sticker is a gummed label or decal-
comania that is attached to the windshield of
a motor vehicle when the vehicle meets the
inspection requirements;

(L) Suspension is the temporary removal
of an inspection permit for a period of less
than one (1) year, but not less than thirty (30)
days;

(M) Trailer is any vehicle without motor
power designed for carrying property or pas-
sengers on its own structure and for being
drawn by self-propelled vehicles, except those
running exclusively on tracks, including a
semitrailer or vehicle of the trailer type
designed and used in conjunction with a self-
propelled vehicle that a considerable part of
its own weight rests upon and is carried by
the towing vehicle;

(N) Truck-tractor is any self-propelled
motor vehicle designed and used primarily
for drawing other vehicles and not construct-
ed to carry a load other than a part of the
weight of the vehicle and load being drawn;
and

(O) Vehicle owner is any person, firm,
corporation or association who holds the
legal title of a vehicle or in the event a vehi-
cle is the subject of an agreement for the con-
ditional sale or lease of it with the right of
purchase of upon performance of the condi-
tions stated in the agreement and with an
immediate right of possession vested in the
conditional vendee or lessee, or in the event
a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to posses-
sion, then the conditional vendee or lessee or
mortgagor shall be deemed the owner. The

term owner also shall include any person
renting or leasing a vehicle and having exclu-
sive use of the vehicle for a period longer
than thirty (30) days, the holder of a lessee
title or the agent or personal representative of
an owner as defined in this rule.

AUTHORITY: section 307.360, RSMo
(1994).* Original rule filed Nov. 4, 1968,
effective Nov. 14, 1968. Amended: Filed
March 3, 1969, effective March 13, 1969.
Amended: Filed March 9, 1970, effective
March 19, 1970. Amended: Filed Nov. 9,
1971, effective Nov. 19, 1971. Amended:
Filed May 21, 1974, effective May 31, 1974.
Amended: Filed Jan. 12, 1982, effective April
11, 1982. Amended: Filed June 2, 1993,
effective Nov. 8, 1993. Emergency rescission
and rule filed March 12, 1997, effective April
15, 1997, expired Sept. 30, 1997. Rescinded
and readopted: Filed March 12, 1997, effec-
tive Sept. 30, 1997.

*Original authority 1967, amended 1971, 1973, 1979.

State v. Cushman, 451 SW2d 17 (1970).
While an executive officer may not be dele-
gated the power to make and promulgate
rules of a strictly and exclusively legislative
nature, the general assembly, having estab-
lished a sufficiently definite policy, may
authorize an administrative officer to make
rules or orders relating to the administration
or enforcement of the law. In other words,
administrative power, as distinguished from
legislative power, constitutionally may be del-
egated by the general assembly. . .  section
304.720 (transferred in 1969 to 307.360)
directs the superintendent of the state high-
way patrol to �establish standards and proce-
dures to be followed in the making of inspec-
tions required by� the motor vehicle safety
inspection laws.

11 CSR 50-2.020 Minimum Inspection Sta-
tion Requirements

PURPOSE: This rule lists the minimum
requirements for all official vehicle inspection
stations. These requirements are necessary to
insure that stations have the proper premises,
equipment and personnel to perform inspec-
tions in a uniform manner and in accordance
with the inspection rules.

(1) Premises.
(A) Each inspection station must have an

inspection area within an enclosed building of
sufficient length and width to accommodate a
full-size domestic made passenger vehicle.
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Class C stations are required to have suffi-
cient length and width to inspect full-size
motorcycles.

1. In addition to an inside area, an out-
side inspection area may be approved for the
inspection of commercial vehicles if it is of
length and width of the vehicle or combina-
tion of vehicles being inspected.

2. The area shall be substantially level
and constructed of hard material, such as
asphalt or concrete. It shall be a part of and
adjacent to the official vehicle inspection sta-
tion.

(B) The station must be in compliance with
applicable city, county and state regulations
relating to zoning, merchant licensing, ficti-
tious name and retail sales tax number.

(C) The inside inspection area shall be suf-
ficiently lighted, adequately heated and prop-
erly ventilated.

(D) The floor must be substantially level
and constructed of a hard material. Dirt,
gravel and bituminous surface or sagging
wood floors will not be accepted. The floor
must be kept clean, free from excessive dirt,
grease and loose material.

(E) If the station has only one (1) inspec-
tion area, no major mechanical repair work
shall be permitted in the inspection area dur-
ing normal business hours.

(F) Public inspection stations shall be
located on an all-weather road and be readily
accessible to the motoring public without
entering the station premises by the opening
of gates or other similar barriers.

(G) Operational changes, except the addi-
tion or deletion of inspector/mechanics,
affecting the current station application must
be submitted to the Missouri State Highway
Patrol immediately.

(2) Equipment.
(A) All inspection stations, except Class C,

must have the following equipment which
must be arranged and located at or near the
inside inspection area:

1. Brake performance. Some method of
testing the service brake performance will be
required. The use of a decelerometer, brake
testing machine, dynamometer or drive and
stop test will be recognized;

2. Brake lining gauge. A gauge will be
required to determine the remaining thickness
in fractions of an inch of both bonded and
riveted linings;

3. Brake pad gauge. Some type of gaug-
ing device to accurately measure the remain-
ing thickness of the brake pad in fractions of
an inch while the pad is within the caliper
assembly;

4. Ball joint gauge. A ball joint gauge to
accurately measure any looseness in the load-
carrying ball joint. The gauge must be adapt-
ed to measure vertical (up and down) and
horizontal (side-to-side) movement;

5. Lift or jack. A lift or jack, capable of
hoisting a vehicle properly to check ball
joints, suspension linkage and wheel play. If
a lift is used, it must be the type which allows
the front wheels to be suspended by lifting
under the outer extremity of a motor vehicle�s
lower control arm, cross member or frame;

6. Scraper. A scraper to remove old
stickers;

7. Measuring device. Yardstick or steel
tape preferred;

8. Punch. An open face paper punch
with a round die to validate inspection stick-
ers and decals;

9. A tire tread depth gauge which is
graduated into one-thirty-secondth inch
(1/32") increments must be part of the equip-
ment at inspection stations that inspect school
buses; and

10. A one-eighth inch (1/8") drawstring
over thirty inches (30") in length with a one-
half inch (1/2") hex nut attached to one (1)
end to check handrails is required if the sta-
tion will be inspecting school buses.

(B) Class C inspection stations must have
the following equipment:

1. Measuring device; and 
2. Punch.

(3) Personnel.
(A) Minimum of one (1) inspector/

mechanic, except for a short period of time
due to illness or annual vacation.

(B) Each inspection station will designate,
on the station application, a person in charge
of inspections who is responsible for the dai-
ly operation of the station insuring that com-
plete and proper inspections are being per-
formed. The employee to be in charge of
inspections will be present at the inspection
station during the station�s hours of inspec-
tion, except for short periods of time, such as
illness or annual vacation.

AUTHORITY: section 307.360, RSMo
(1994).* Original rule filed Nov. 4, 1968,
effective Nov. 14, 1968. Amended: Filed
March 9, 1970, effective March 19, 1970.
Amended: Filed Nov. 9, 1971, effective Nov.
19, 1971. Amended: Filed May 21, 1974,
effective May 31, 1974. Amended: Filed Dec.
1, 1975, effective Dec. 11, 1975. Amended:
Filed Sept. 1, 1977, effective Dec. 11, 1977.
Amended: Filed Aug. 16, 1979, effective Nov.
11, 1979. Amended: Filed July 14, 1982,
effective Oct. 11, 1982. Amended: Filed Sept.
16, 1985, effective Jan. 1, 1986. Amended:
Filed Aug. 30, 1989, effective Nov. 26, 1989.
Amended: Filed April 2, 1992, effective Sept.

6, 1992. Amended: Filed June 2, 1993, effec-
tive Nov. 8, 1993. Emergency rescission filed
Jan. 28, 1997, effective Feb. 7, 1997, expired
Aug. 1, 1997. Emergency rule filed Jan. 17,
1997, effective Feb. 3, 1997, expired Aug. 1,
1997. Rescinded and readopted: Filed Jan.
17, 1997, effective July 30, 1997.

*Original authority 1967, amended 1971, 1973, 1979.

11 CSR 50-2.030 Inspection Station Classi-
fication

PURPOSE: This rule provides different clas-
sifications of public inspection stations and
lists the type vehicle each class of station is
authorized and equipped to inspect.

(1) Public inspection stations shall be classi-
fied as follows:

(A) Class A stations�all vehicles;
(B) Class B stations�motor vehicles;
(C) Class C stations�motorcycles only;

and
(D) Class D stations�commercial vehi-

cles.

AUTHORITY: section 307.360, RSMo
(1994).* Original rule filed Nov. 4, 1968,
effective Nov. 14, 1968. Amended: Filed
March 9, 1970, effective March 19, 1970.
Amended: Filed Nov. 9, 1971, effective Nov.
19, 1971. Amended: Filed May 21, 1974,
effective May 31, 1974. Amended: Filed Sept.
1, 1977, effective Dec. 11, 1977. Amended:
Filed June 2, 1993, effective Nov. 8, 1993.
Emergency rescission and rule filed March
12, 1997, effective April 15, 1997, expired
Sept. 30, 1997. Rescinded and readopted:
Filed March 12, 1997, effective Sept. 30,
1997.

*Original authority 1967, amended 1971, 1973, 1979. 

11 CSR 50-2.040 Private Inspection Sta-
tions

PURPOSE: This rule lists the vehicles that
private inspection stations may inspect and
other responsibilities that apply only to pri-
vate stations.

(1) A private official vehicle inspection sta-
tion permit will be issued to any association,
person, partnership, corporation, subsidiary
corporation or governmental entity, provided
its facilities, equipment and personnel meet
the requirements prescribed for a public
inspection station.
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(A) A private inspection station shall
inspect only vehicles registered or to be reg-
istered, titled or to be titled in the name of the
person or organization described on the
application for a permit or which are main-
tained under a written maintenance agree-
ment of one (1)-year duration.

(B) Before any vehicles which are main-
tained under a written maintenance agree-
ment can be inspected, a copy of the mainte-
nance agreement must accompany the appli-
cation for a private station permit or be on
file at the Motor Vehicle Inspection Division,
Jefferson City, Missouri.

(C) All inspection rules, standards and
procedures shall apply to private inspection
stations.

AUTHORITY: section 307.360, RSMo
(1994).* Original rule filed Nov. 4, 1968,
effective Nov. 14, 1968. Amended: Filed
March 9, 1970, effective March 19, 1970.
Amended: Filed Nov. 9, 1971, effective Nov.
19, 1971. Amended: Filed May 21, 1974,
effective May 31, 1974.

*Original authority 1967, amended 1971, 1973, 1979.

Op. Atty. Gen. No. 253, Hockaday (6-18-
68). The superintendent of the Missouri State
Highway Patrol may issue private official
inspection station permits to automobile deal-
ers, municipalities and other governmental
entities having one or more vehicles, trailers,
or both, with a gross weight in excess of six
thousand pounds.

11 CSR 50-2.050 Inspection Station Per-
mits

PURPOSE: This rule prescribes uniform pro-
cedures for the licensing of inspection sta-
tions. These procedures are necessary to
insure that fees are collected according to law
for each applicant and that sufficient stations
are licensed to perform inspections.

(1) Any person, firm, corporation, partner-
ship or governmental entity requesting
appointment as an official inspection station
shall submit a completed inspection station
application.

(2) The fee for a permit to operate a public or
private inspection station is ten dollars ($10)
per year. No fee shall be charged for a permit
issued to a governmental entity. A permit is
valid for one (1) year from the date of issue.
Each permit shall be renewed on or before
the expiration date. A completed inspection
station application shall be accompanied by a

check or money order made payable to the
director of revenue and forwarded to the Mis-
souri State Highway Patrol, Motor Vehicle
Inspection, P.O. Box 568, Jefferson City, MO
65102-0568. Under no circumstances will
cash be accepted for the permit fee.

(3) No permit issued to an inspection station
may be transferred or used at any other loca-
tion. Any change in ownership or location
shall cancel the station permit. The Missouri
State Highway Patrol must be notified imme-
diately when a change of ownership or loca-
tion occurs or when a station discontinues
operation.

(4) When an inspection station permit has
been suspended or revoked, or when a station
discontinues operation, all inspection sup-
plies must be released on demand to a motor
vehicle inspector or a member of the Mis-
souri State Highway Patrol. The failure to
account for all inspection supplies will be
sufficient cause not to reinstate a station per-
mit.

(5) No motor vehicle inspection station
license will be issued to a spouse, child(ren),
son/daughter-in-law, employee or any person
having an interest in the business for the priv-
ilege to conduct inspections at the same loca-
tion or in close proximity to the location of a
station whose license is under suspension or
revocation, unless the applicant can provide
reasonable assurance that the licensee under
suspension or revocation will not be
employed, manage, assist in the station oper-
ation or otherwise benefit financially from
the operation of the business in any way.

AUTHORITY: section 307.360, RSMo
(1994).* Original rule filed Nov. 4, 1968,
effective Nov. 14, 1968. Amended: Filed
March 9, 1970, effective March 19, 1970.
Amended: Filed Nov. 9, 1971, effective Nov.
19, 1971. Amended: Filed May 21, 1974,
effective May 31, 1974. Amended: Filed Dec.
1, 1975, effective Dec. 11, 1975. Amended:
Filed Aug. 16, 1979, effective Nov. 11, 1979.
Amended: Filed Nov. 13, 1992, effective May
6, 1993. Emergency rescission and rule filed
March 12, 1997, effective April 15, 1997,
expired Sept. 30, 1997. Rescinded and read-
opted: Filed March 12, 1997, effective Sept.
30, 1997.

*Original authority 1967, amended 1971, 1973, 1979.

Op. Atty. Gen. No. 127, Hockaday (5-25-
72). Section 307.365(5), RSMo (Supp. 1971),
dealing with the refunding of moneys for vehi-
cle safety inspection stickers of those inspec-
tion stations which discontinue operation or

are suspended or revoked, is applicable only
to those inspection stations which discontin-
ued operation or were suspended or revoked
after the effective date of section 307.365(5),
RSMo (Supp. 1971), September 28, 1971.
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