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Slaves in Missouri had few options when seeking their freedom. Some were
able to escape while a lucky few were set free by their owners. The deed on
Emancipation deed For Elizabeth “Lizzie” Keckelly and George the left shows that in 1855’ 37 yf?ar-old Elizabeth “Lizzie” KeCkelly’ also

T b e o T (G ki) R L ORe C e Oty known as “Garland’s Lizzie,” paid $1,200 to her master Anne Garland. In
November 13, 1855. return, Garland set Elizabeth and her 16 year-old son George free.

Missouri State Archives

Elizabeth Keckelly (also often spelled Keckley or Keckly) moved to
B) m Washington, D. C., in 1860 and worked as a seamstress for some of the city’s
E@ most prominent women, including Varina Davis, wife of Jefferson Davis,
Mary Anne Randolph Custis Lee, wife of Robert E. Lee, and Mary Todd
g @ Lincoln, wife of President Abraham Lincoln.
In 1850, a Franklin County resident named Valentine Hunter asked in his will

(below left) that his slaves be set free after he died. Once freed, Esther
Hunter and Nice Hunter had to carry free licenses (below) as proof of their

emancipation
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Will of Valentine Hunter, Franklin County, MO, 1850.

Missouri State Archives

“It is my will that all my slaves be set at liberty at my death and that they be
entirely relfzased from any obltgatlon whatever to, ’serve any person without full L O
compensation thereof; and their consent thereto. (right) to reside in this state, November 12, 1850.
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P "Once free, always free" was a doctrine traditionally
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PR SR A upheld in Missouri courts when ruling on slave

,Zi ,«_L,a:; Pidpad o e i * freedom suits. Because he had once been a resident of
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= o Illinois and the Wisconsin Territory, Dred Scott sued
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Petitions for freedom filed with the St. Louis
Circuit Court by Harriet and Dred Scott in 1846.
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