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As the U. S. Congress wrestled with the question of whether to
allow slavery in new territories, the Missouri State Legislature
passed the Jackson Resolutions directing the state’s
congressional delegation how to vote in the matter. Named
after Claiborne Fox Jackson, who introduced them in 1849, the
resolutions stated that the question of slavery was one that the
American people—not Congress—should decide.
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Thomas Hart Benton.
Missouri State Archives

U. S. Senator Thomas Hart Benton from Missouri refused to
abide by the Jackson Resolutions and made his opposition to
them the central issue of his 1850 re-election campaign.
Benton lost the race to Whig candidate Henry S. Geyer
because Benton believed the question of slavery in the
territories should be decided by congress.

RESOLUTIONS on the subject of slavery.
Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Missours:

1. That the federal constitution was the result of a compromise be-
tween the conflicting interests of the States which formed it, and in no
part of that instrument is to be found any delegation of power to con-
gress to legislate on the subject of slavery, excepting some special pro-
visions having in view the prospective abolition of the African slave
trade, and for securing the recovery of fugitive slaves; any attempt,
therefore, on the part of congress to legislate on the subject, 5o as to af-
fect the institution of sla n the States, in the District of Columbia,
or in the territories, is, to say the least, a violation of the principle upon
which that instrument was founded.

2. That the territories acquired by the blood and treasure of the whole
nation ought to be governed for the common benefit of the people of all
the States; and any organization of the territorial governments, exclu-
ding the citizens of any part of the Union from removing to such terri-
tories with their propeity, would be an exercise of power, by congress,
inconsistent with th rit upon which our federal compact was based,
insulting to the sove nty and dignity of the States thus affected, cal-
culated to alienate one portion of the Union from another, and tending
ultimately to disunion.

3. That this General /
States, on the subject of
from all further adheren:
act of con of the 6th of ch, e
pose any obligation upon the slaveholding Sta d es
to insist upon their rights under the constitution, b ke of har-
mony, and for the p il
tion the application
the recent territorial acq
sions upon th

Ty fanati
right to pr
ly to the people there
their constitution for a §
as an independent State.
5. at in th

embly regard the conduct of the northern

e
 (cOLTON)

)

NG Ntlﬂiﬂ/}lﬂ afy/':, < of

S Bect-Ta 1

CTMISSOURI

Ny — o —— s

///V/////////r\wj'/// /// / /////V/-l,

oo
il AT Tl vt
= s i

o Qe ~
J.H.COLTON&C? ~

) C heyz2 Witliam St Vindoit, )

co-operati
deemed nece
of northern fanacism.
6. That our senators in congress be instructed and our representatives
be requested to act in ity to the foregoing resoluti;
Approved March 10, 1849.

The Jackson Resolutions, Laws of Missouri 1848-1849.

Missouri State Archives

"The right to prohibit slavery in any territory,
belongs exclusively to the people thereof . .. "
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This 1858 Colton’s map of Missouri includes a census of free people and slaves, listed by county.
Courtesy of John Beakley
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Worried that the new President might try to
outlaw slavery, Southern states began to
secede from the Union even before
Lincoln’s inauguration in March 1861.
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David M. Fox to Missouri Governor Robert
Marcellus Stewart, 27 November 1860.

Missouri State Archives

Abraham Lincoln.
Harpers Weekly

John Deaderick and Frazier Smith to Missouri Governor
Robert Marcellus Stewart, 11 December 1860.
Missouri State Archives

Office of Ordinance to Missouri Governor -

Robert Marcellus Stewart, 29 January 1858.

Missouri State Archives

Clipping from unknown
newspaper, November 1860.
Missouri State Archives
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