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The so-called Drake Constitution, which was adopted on April 8, 12 Chis g5 h
1865, famously included a provision called the “Iron Clad Oath.” K = % 3

The constitution stipulated that in order for Missourians to cast o oL /j/,,, e
ballots in elections, hold public office, teach school, or be the ot oy At ne /,M g
trustee of a corporation, they had to sign a loyalty oath. deli Alre ot ¢ L.
Missourians who took the oath swore that they had never actively 7 = Vi
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helped to advance the Southern cause, had never supported the = e : J
cause in any way, and that they had never even spoken in favor of - :
it. This provision disenfranchised large numbers of people because pecctanofts e ROt anic et icsigelcatcsiio
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of their alleged disloyalty to the Union during the war years. Gietior nlar b koS
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An Ordinance providing for the vacating of certain
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was adopted as an amendment to the 1865 Constitution on Proposed Amendment to Article, on qualification
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Arnold Krekel, president of the Constitutional
Convention of 1865.
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A Resolution Abolishing Slavery in Missouri, adopted by j
the State Convention on January 11, 1865.
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ORDINANCE OF CONFISCATION.

5P 1 1 Sgemiox 1. All property, both real and personal, in this State,
Why are these documents burned? REPORT. Eouperty, b L
2 owned by any person or persons having a wife or issue of his own body
e 3 alive, who has, since the commiencement of the present rebellion, taken
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State documents littered the ground 7 e forever ; and ,iu property mentioned in this Artiele shall be
. 8 disposed of by the Legislature, for the benefit of the State.

the day after the capitol burned 1 s

in 1911. While many important

documents were destroyed in the
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= Proposed Ordinance of Confiscation, which was 8 fxcheols, and be used for no other purpose whatever.
fire, thousands like the ones shown not included in the constitution.
here, were salvaged from the Missouri State Archives

Delegation ballots from the 30th and 31st

days of the Constitutional Convention.
Missouri State Archives

capitol ruins.

Below: Constitution of 1865, State of Missouri,
page 1 (left) and page 40 (right).
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