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Many Missourians were imprisoned for crimes committed during the Civil
War. Confederate soldiers who were captured were held by the military as
prisoners of war, while many Union sympathizers were also put behind
bars. Some Union soldiers were held after being convicted by military
courts while loyal civilians were also held for a variety of crimes.
Ironically, while most Confederate prisoners of war gained their freedom
immediately after the war, 157 pro-Union civilians and soldiers remained
in the Missouri State Penitentiary until the state government ordered them
to be set free in December 1865—eight months after the war ended.
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In 1863, George Perkins, a member of the Enrolled Missouri Militia, tried to ' e d PP e
break up a disturbance in the town of Pacific, Missouri. The commotion ; S o oty e =2 o “[ believe [my brother]
had been caused by an intoxicated man named Peter Henry, who was ol ot g /_ i RS RAT L S was in the fault, he had no
cheering loudly in the street for the President of the Confederacy, Jefferson ol G i i AR SR I business getting drunk, and
Davis. When Perkins attempted to arrest Henry, the drunken man tried to i L VS e if he had not got drunk he
stab him with a knife. Fearing for his life, Perkins shot Henry, who e & 5 S o would not have cheered for
survived. Perkins was convicted of assault with intent to kill and sentenced T /’ Fowsp v i o S Jeff Davis. Consequently
to four years in the State Penitentiary. BT st YD F 2 Sa N e you would not have shot
In one of the letters shown at the right, Perkins asks Missouri Governor . = o & gt L £ e e il i d
Thomas Fletcher to pardon him. In the other letter, the victim’s brother = L f T e Cre
Edward tells Perkins that his brother was habitually intemperate and o o P G o ZABIR P WYy
probably deserved to be shot. He offers to write a letter to the governor in e B S Fen Tt
Perkin’s behalf. Above: Edward Henry to George Perkins, November 18, 1864.

Below: George Perkins to Missouri Governor Thomas C. Fletcher,
January 19, 1865.
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yﬁjyiiimﬁtj:j,Ef\nitcmialy’ 1908. “I drew my revolver and ordered him to fall in before me
and march to the provost marshal's office. He drew his
knife and made a cut at me. 1 parried the blow and,
deeming my life in danger I shot him, not with the intent to
kill him however.”
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St s e Forre Gf Eitrdinslco gl - k . appeals to the governor of Missouri to pardon Brennan.
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B. P. Clifford to Missouri Governor Hamilton R. Gamble,
December 10, 1863.
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