DICTTIZINEG CIVIL
WAR DOOUMENTS

For miore than & decade, the Missourn
Stale Archives has been creating digital
copses of histone photographs, maps and
docuaments in its collection. The process
af digitizing records of kasting hisboric

value hezlps make them more easily
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accessible to the public.
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By placing dapatal imascs on the The Missouri Digital Herilags

Wkssouri |]iF inl Her tge wehsite, the Tndtlative nndd thee Making of &
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archives is making thess important ommen Missouri

ces available b any researcher
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with a computer and an internel
connesiimn. The digieiFation prosiss has . il Haski
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that can he used in preseniaions, braaw, wran

programs and exhibits.

PRESERVING CIVIL WAR
ERA COURT OASES

The Misouri State Archives was swanded a 53300609 grand from the
Matsnal Endowment for the Humamties (MEH ) 1o make S5 Lous
Cargunt Ciour cases relangd o the Clvil War avanlable wo the puble in
time for the war's seaquicentennial in 2001, In making the award,
MEH named this srchival and conservation work o “We the People"
progect. This is o special designation for efforts that significanthy
advanoe the teachmg, study, and understanding of American history

arsd el

The mare than 2300000 54, Lowiis court docemenis from the Civil
War em dempenstrate hew litigation exploded during the period
MEH-tunded archivists exammed monz than 11,000 cases that were
filed berween 1866 and 1563, Many of those cases invalved cilizens
who sued for propeny confiscared or damapged by troops and
hushwhackers. Others |_|'\"'|I|."'~|I|."|.| I|I|_' "1|."1|'\"'I"-\.il i} I|I|_' () -_i'\.” I .-_|'|I'\-| nngd
liberties, especially through the administration of leealty oaths,
Several of the documents preserved in the przject appear in this

1hess dog immeils

exlubal

The Missoun Sate Archives Local Fecords Program lselps kecal povernment agencees evaluale and presere

documsenes in their collection. Fiekl archivists work chozely with local offbzials to sor through ofd files amd
L@M M@M hoxes io determing which documents should be microfibmed, which ones should be preserved and which

shoubd be discarded,

Uecassenally Local Kecords archoviste uncover lomg-fongotien pems like the Cival War era map of Palmyra

shown below. The |_|i||:\. amd bevitle A s ireated in ihe Siate Archives" comservation lab in Jefferson { i

The newly-cleaned map shews amazing details about Palmyra daring the war vears. The infamous Palmyra
]

*assacre, in which Union soldiers executed fen Confederate prisaners on October 15, 1862, took place at

the tairgroumds that are shewn at the tar nght of the map.
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Map of Palmyra, Missouri, 1860
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